TRANSCRIPT OF TELECONFERENCE

ACCESSIBILITY IN THE PUBLIC RIGHTS-OF-WAY: 

ACCESS ON THE ROAD

PART II OF THE DLRP TELECONFERENCE SERIES ON ACCESSIBILITY

RECORDED ON AUGUST 28, 2002


QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?  E-MAIL DLRP DLRP@ILRU.ORG 


>> OPERATOR: AT THE CONCLUSION OF THE PRESENTATION, WE WILL OPEN THE FLOOR FOR QUESTIONS. AT THAT TIME INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE GIVEN AS TO THE PROCEDURE TO FOLLOW IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ASK A QUESTION. I WOULD NOW LIKE TO TURN THE CONFERENCE OVER TO RACHEL KOSOY. YOU MAY BEGIN

>> RACHEL: THANK YOU. GOOD AFTERNOON, EVERYBODY. SORRY WE ARE A COUPLE MINUTES LATE GETTING STARTED. I WOULD LIKE TO WELCOME YOU TO THE TELECONFERENCE ON ACCESSIBILITY IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY, ACCESS ON THE ROAD. TODAY IS THE SECOND IN A FOUR-PART SERIES ABOUT DESIGNING FOR
ACCESSIBILITY AND REALLY UNDERSTANDING THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT GUIDELINES OR THE ADAAG, AS WE CALL THEM. AND I KNOW A LOT OF YOU ARE ALREADY SIGNED UP TO JOIN US AND TO LEARN ABOUT OUR NEXT TWO TOPICS, AND JUST TO REMIND FOLKS ABOUT THOSE, THE NEXT ONE IS COMMON ERRORS AND OMISSIONS IN NEW CONSTRUCTION AND THAT'S NEXT WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH, AT OUR SAME TIME. AND THE FINAL ONE IN THE SERIES IS HARMONIZATION OF THE STANDARDS AND HOW YOU CAN MAKE SURE THAT YOU'RE COVERED. THAT ONE WILL BE ON A MONDAY INSTEAD OF A WEDNESDAY AND THAT IS SEPTEMBER 23RD. SO I’M RACHEL KOSOY. I'M HERE AT THE DISABILITY LAW RESOURCE PROJECT.
WE ARE BASED AT ILRU AND WE ARE YOUR HOSTS FOR TODAY'S PROGRAM. THE DISABILITY LAW RESOURCE PROJECT OR THE DLRP, IS A NEW NAME FOR AN ORGANIZATION THAT MANY OF YOU HAVE KNOWN AND WE HAVE WORKED FOR YOU GUYS FOR A WHILE, WE WERE FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE SOUTHWEST DBTAC. IT IS THE SAME FOLKS, NEW NAME. BEFORE WE GET STARTED, I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE A MINUTE TO RECOGNIZE THE SPONSORS OF THIS PROGRAM AND REVIEW A COUPLE OF TECHNICAL DETAILS. FIRST OF ALL, TODAY'S ACTIVITY IS A RESULT OF AND FUNDED BY THE COMMITMENT OF NIDRR, WHICH IS THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE ON DISABILITY REHABILITATION AND RESEARCH. AND IT IS THEIR COMMITMENT TO MAKE RESEARCH AND INFORMATION READILY ACCESSIBLE TO ALL THE PEOPLE WHO REALLY HAVE A STAKE IN THAT INFORMATION. IT IS NIDRR WHO FUNDS THE
DISABILITY LAW RESOURCE PROJECT. NOW JUST A COUPLE QUICK TECHNICAL THINGS TO GO OVER BEFORE WE GET STARTED. SOME PEOPLE ARE JOINING US TODAY BY TELECONFERENCE AND SOME ARE TUNING IN OVER THE INTERNET SO THOSE OF YOU ON THE PHONE, WHEN MARK IS READY TO TAKE QUESTIONS, HE WILL LET YOU KNOW AND THE OPERATOR WILL COME ON AND LET YOU KNOW WHAT BUTTONS TO PUSH ON YOUR PHONE SO THAT YOU CAN RIGHT AWAY ASK A QUESTION. FOR FOLKS WHO ARE TUNING IN OVER THE INTERNET, YOU CAN EMAIL US YOUR QUESTIONS AND I’LL PICK UP THE EMAILS AND I WILL VOICE YOUR QUESTIONS TO MARK LIVE AND THE EMAIL ADDRESS IS DLRP@ILRU.ORG AND THAT IS ON YOUR INVITATION AS WELL. IF ANYBODY HAS ANY QUESTIONS, IF YOU NEED SOME HELP, CALL MY OFFICE AND THERE ARE FOLKS WHO CAN GIVE YOU WHATEVER ASSISTANCE YOU NEED. THAT PHONE NUMBER IS 713-520-0232. 

OKAY. WITH ALL THAT STUFF OUT OF THE WAY, I WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE YOU TO OUR SPEAKER FOR TODAY. WE HAVE MARK DERRY WITH US. I HAVE HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF WORKING WITH MARK, AS WELL AS ATTENDING A NUMBER OF HIS TRAINING SESSIONS, AND YOU ARE DEFINITELY IN FOR A TREAT AND YOU WILL LEARN A LOT TODAY. MARK HOSTED THE TELECONFERENCE LAST WEEK AND FOLKS GAVE HIM VERY HIGH REVIEWS, SO I THINK IT IS GOING TO BE A GOOD SESSION. MARK IS THE PRESIDENT OF EAST LAKE DERRY AND ASSOCIATES AND THIS IS A FIRM, WHICH SPECIALIZES IN ACCESSIBILITY CONSULTING AND TRAINING SERVICES. INCLUDING DOING ACCESSIBILITY SURVEYS AND SURVEY TRAINING. MARK HAS DEVELOPED THE EXPERTISE FOR HIS CURRENT WORK THROUGH ALMOST 20 YEARS IN THIS FIELD. HIS CAREER HAS INCLUDED OWNING A CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS, SPECIALIZING IN RESIDENTIAL REMODELING FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES. HE HAS ALSO WORKED FOR A FEDERALLY FUNDED CENTER AS AN ARCHITECTURAL BARRIER CONSULTANT AND PROVIDED TRAINING AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE ON THE ADA. HE CONTINUES TO SERVE ON ADVISORY COMMITTEES FOR THE ACCESS BOARD. HE HAS HOSTED A RADIO TALK SHOW ON DISABILITIES, ON DISABILITY ISSUES AND HE CONTINUES TO TRAIN TO PRESENT AND TO WRITE ABOUT ACCESSIBILITY ISSUES. SO THAT IS SOME INSIGHT INTO MARK'S EXPERTISE AND SUCCESS.  MARK, I WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR BEING HERE.

MARK:  THANKS RACHEL, THAT IS QUITE AN INTRO, I APPRECIATE IT.  WELCOME EVERYONE TO ACCESSIBILITY AND PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY: ACCESS ON THE ROAD IS THE NAME OF THIS SESSION. THIS SESSION IS BASED ON THE DRAFT OF THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES.  THESE GUIDELINES ARE PUBLISHED BY THE ARCHITECTURAL BARRIERS COMPLIANCE BOARD, OR THE ACCESS BOARD.  IN THE LAST SESSION THAT WE HELD, WE DISCUSSED THE ADA ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES OR ADAAG AS THEY ARE CURRENTLY FOUND IN THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE REGULATIONS PERTAINING TO THE ADA. WE DISCUSSED THE SPECIAL SECTIONS TO ENSURE OUR LISTENERS WERE AWARE OF THE TYPES OF REFERENCE FOR TYPES OF FACILITIES SPECIFIC TO THEIR USE, BEYOND THE BASIC ACCESSIBILITY SCOPE AND TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS THAT WE FIND IN THE CURRENT ADAAG SECTION FOUR. WE DISCUSSED WITH SOME ANTICIPATION THE COMING REVISED ADA AND ABA WHICH IS ARCHITECTURAL BARRIERS ACT OF 1968, THAT AFFECTS FEDERAL BUILDINGS. WE DISCUSSED THOSE, THE REVISED GUIDELINES UP AND COMING, THE DRAFT OF WHICH WAS MADE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW BY THE ACCESS BOARD ON APRIL 2ND OF THIS YEAR. NOW THEY'VE ALREADY ACCEPTED COMMENTS ON THAT REVISED ADAAG THAT IS UP AND COMING. THIS ONE ISN'T OPEN FOR COMMENT BUT IT IS A DRAFT THAT A LOT OF YOU MAY BE INTERESTED IN OBTAINING A COPY OF. I THINK YOU CAN GET A SINGLE COPY FOR FREE FROM THE ACCESS BOARD. BUT I WOULD GET A COPY TO SEE WHAT IS UP AND COMING AS FAR AS OUR ADA ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES. NOW WHILE THESE REVISED ADA AND ABA.
GUIDELINES ADDRESS CERTAIN FEATURES COMMON TO PUBLIC SIDEWALKS, SUCH AS RAMPS, ACCESS ROUTES, GROUND AND FLOOR SURFACES, BUS STOPS, SHELTERS, FURTHER GUIDANCE IS NECESSARY TO ADDRESS CONDITIONS UNIQUE TO PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY. AND FOR FOLKS WHO ARE NOT FAMILIAR WITH THIS TERM PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY, THAT IS THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT OUTSIDE OF OUR FACILITIES AND SITES THAT WE USUALLY TALK ABOUT IN THE ADAAG. IT IS THE STREETS, THE SIDEWALKS, THE INTERSECTIONS, ISSUES THAT OCCUR ON THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY. VARIOUS CONSTRAINTS POSED TO SPACE LIMITATIONS AT SIDEWALKS, ROADWAY, DESIGN PRACTICES, SLOPE AND TERRAIN RAISE QUESTIONS ON HOW TO AND TO WHAT EXTENT ACCESS CAN BE ACHIEVED. ACCESS FOR BLIND PEDESTRIANS AT STREET CROSSINGS AND WHEELCHAIR ACCESS ARE TYPICAL OF THE ISSUES FOR WHICH ADDITIONAL GUIDANCE IS NEEDED. IN ADDITION, NEW TRENDS IN ROAD WAY DESIGN, SUCH AS THE GROWING USE OF TRAFFIC ROUNDABOUTS, NOT A FAVORITE AMONG A LOT OF FOLKS WITH DISABILITIES, I’LL TELL YOU. THEY POSE ADDITIONAL CHALLENGES TO ACCESS, WHILE VARIOUS TECHNOLOGICAL, EASY FOR ME TO SAY, INNOVATIONS, PARTICULARLY THOSE PERTAINING TO PEDESTRIAN SIGNALING DEVICES FOR INSTANCE, OFFER NEW SOLUTIONS AT INTERSECTIONS. THE BOARD PLANS TO UNDERTAKE RULE MAKING TO SUPPLEMENT THE ADA AND ABA ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES, WHICH PRIMARILY COVER FACILITIES AND SITES LIKE I SAID BEFORE, BY ADDING NEW PROVISIONS SPECIFIC TO THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY. THE BOARD'S AIM IS TO ENSURE THAT ACCESS FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IS PROVIDED WHEREVER A PEDESTRIAN WAY IS NEWLY BUILT OR ALTERED. AND THAT THE SAME DEGREE OF CONVENIENCE, CONNECTION AND SAFETY AFFORDED THE PUBLIC GENERALLY IS AVAILABLE TO PEDESTRIANS WITH DISABILITIES. NOW THE GUIDELINES WOULD NOT REQUIRE ALTERATIONS TO EXISTING PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY, BUT WOULD APPLY WHERE A PEDESTRIAN ROUTE WHOSE FACILITY IS ALTERED AS PART OF A PLANNED PROJECT TO IMPROVE EXISTING PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY. SO TO PUT IT KIND OF SHORT AND TO THE POINT, IF YOU TOUCH IT, YOU NEED TO LOOK AT FIXING IT. BUT THIS ISN'T SOMETHING THAT IS GOING TO REQUIRE US TO GO THROUGH AMERICA TEARING UP ALL OF OUR SIDEWALKS AND REPLACING THEM TOMORROW. BUT WHERE WE ARE DOING NEW WORK, OR ALTERATIONS TO A SIDEWALK, WE NEED TO LOOK AT HOW WE CAN INCORPORATE ACCESSIBILITY INTO THAT WORK. THE BOARD PREVIOUSLY PROPOSED GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY UNDER THE ADA, WHICH WERE PUBLISHED FOR PUBLIC COMMENT IN '92 AND '94. BASED ON COMMENTS THEY RECEIVED, THEY DETERMINED IT SHOULD FURTHER COORDINATE WITH THE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, AND OTHERS BEFORE CONTINUING ITS RULE MAKING. CONSEQUENTLY, THE BOARD UNDERTOOK AN OUTREACH AND TRAINING PROGRAM ON ACCESSIBLE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY. THIS WAS STARTED SEVERAL YEARS AGO, AS EARLY AS '97 WITH A VIDEO WAS PUT OUT CALLED ACCESSIBLE SIDEWALKS, DESIGN ISSUES FOR PEDESTRIANS WITH DISABILITIES, WHICH IS A VIDEO THAT I HAVE USED IN QUITE A FEW TRAININGS TO HELP BRING PEOPLE UP TO SPEED AS FAR AS DESIGN ISSUES IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY EFFECTING PEDESTRIANS WITH DISABILITIES AND THE VIDEO IS VERY GOOD, IT IS PUT OUT BY THE ACCESS BOARD AND IT INCLUDES FOUR DIFFERENT SECTIONS, TALKING ABOUT ACCESSIBILITY FEATURES THAT ARE NEEDED BY PARTICULAR MOBILITY DEVICES OR DISABILITIES. ONE SECTION COVERS PEDESTRIANS WHO USE WHEELCHAIRS, ANOTHER COVERS PEDESTRIANS WHO HAVE AMBULATORY IMPAIRMENTS, ANOTHER ONE IS FOR LOW VISION, ANOTHER FOR BLIND. FOUR SECTIONS SO THAT IT COVERS ALL OF THE FEATURES THAT ARE IMPORTANT IN THE DESIGN PROCESS FOR MAKING SURE THAT THE OUTDOOR ENVIRONMENT OR THE CITY SIDEWALKS, INTERSECTIONS AND PEDESTRIAN WAY ARE ACCESSIBLE TO PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES. THERE ARE A FEW OTHER THINGS THEY DEVELOPED IN THE PROCESS OF COMING UP WITH INITIAL MATERIAL. ONE IS THE DESIGN GUIDE FOR THE ACCESSIBLE RIGHTS OF WAY. IT IS A 148-PAGE GUIDE THAT I HIGHLY RECOMMEND. IT IS A REAL GOOD GUIDE FOR PEOPLE WHO ARE TRYING TO UNDERSTAND BEST PRACTICES. IT HAS RECOMMENDATIONS ALONG WITH THE RATIONALE FOR THEM, FOR THE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, ALTERATION, AND RETROFIT OF PUBLIC PEDESTRIAN FACILITIES. ANOTHER DOCUMENT THAT IS VERY USEFUL THAT WAS PUT OUT IS THE ACCESSIBLE PEDESTRIAN SIGNAL INFORMATION. IT IS A REPORT PREVIOUSLY POSTED ON THE BOARD'S WEB SITE, WHICH PROVIDES A SYNTHESIS ON ACCESSIBILITY AND PEDESTRIAN SIGNALS. IT INCLUDES A LIST OF DEVICES AND MANUFACTURERS IN THE U.S., AS WELL AS A MATRIX, COMPARING THE FEATURE OF BOTH DEVICES. I LIKED THIS DOCUMENT WHEN I WAS TRYING TO LEARN ABOUT ALL OF THIS HAVING BEEN A BUILDINGS GUY, I NEEDED TO REALLY BRIEF MYSELF ON A LOT OF THIS AS I WAS GETTING INTO IT. THIS WAS A VERY USEFUL DOCUMENT. IT CONTAINS A DETAILED DISCUSSION OF ORIENTATION AND  MOBILITY TECHNIQUES USED BY PEDESTRIANS WITH VISION IMPAIRMENTS AND IT HAS BEEN VERY HELPFUL TO ME TO UNDERSTAND WHAT IS A ACCESSIBLE PEDESTRIAN SIGNAL. ANOTHER DOCUMENT THAT IS VALUABLE FROM THE ACCESS BOARD, THESE ARE ALL AGAIN AVAILABLE FROM THE ACCESS BOARD, YOU CAN ACCESS THEM THROUGH THEIR WEB SITE OR BY CALLING THEIR 800 NUMBER, ANOTHER ONE IS PEDESTRIAN ACCESS TO MODERN ROUNDABOUTS, IT IS A FAIRLY NEW TECHNICAL BULLETIN THAT HAS BEEN PUT OUT TO HELP US TRY TO UNDERSTAND OPTIONS AND GIVE US RECOMMENDATIONS, ADDRESSING THE LOCATION OF CROSSWALKS, ROAD WAY DESIGN, USE OF TRAFFIC SIGNAL AND THE PROVISION OF DETECTABLE WARNINGS AT THIS SIGNAL. I WILL TALK MORE ABOUT ROUNDABOUTS, BUT THEY HAVE REALLY BEEN A PROBLEM AS FAR AS TRYING TO MAKE THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY ACCESSIBLE BECAUSE THEY ARE VERY POPULAR RIGHT NOW WITH DESIGNERS BECAUSE THEY KEEP TRAFFIC FLOWING, BUT FOR SOME ONE WHO IS BLIND TRYING TO CROSS THE STREET AT A ROUNDABOUT, THERE IS NEVER A STOP IN TRAFFIC. SO YOU CAN UNDERSTAND THAT CAN BE A BIG PROBLEM. WE WILL TALK ABOUT THAT A LITTLE MORE IN JUST A LITTLE BIT. THE INTEREST IN THESE MATERIALS HAS UNDERSCORED THE NEED FOR CRITERIA FOR PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY. THESE CRITERIA NEED TO BE DEFINITIVE AND ENFORCEABLE SO THAT LOCAL JURISDICTIONS AND OTHERS ARE CLEAR ON THEIR OBLIGATIONS WHEN CONSTRUCTING OR ALTERING STREETS OR SIDEWALKS. THE DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ARE BEING DEVELOPED AS A SUPPLEMENT TO THE ABA AND ADA GUIDELINES AND NOT AS A STAND-ALONE DOCUMENT. AS SUCH, THEY WILL ULTIMATELY COMPRISE A NEW CHAPTER ON THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY. SO THAT WILL BE A SUPPLEMENT TO OUR NEW ADAAG. THE PROCESS FOR THIS RULE MAKING AND HOW THIS DRAFT CAME TO BE IS MUCH LIKE THE ACCESS BOARD HAS DONE THEIR WORK IN THE PAST. THE BOARD CHARTERED AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE IN 1999 CALLED THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE OR PROWAAC. I DON'T KNOW HOW MUCH I LIKE THAT NAME. I WAS A MEMBER OF THAT COMMITTEE REPRESENTING THE NATIONAL COUNSEL ON INDEPENDENT LIVING. THE COMMITTEE WAS COMPOSED OF 33 MEMBERS REPRESENTING DISABILITY ORGANIZATIONS, SUCH AS I WAS, OR PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, TRANSPORTATION AND TRAFFIC ENGINEERING GROUPS, DESIGN PROFESSIONALS AND CIVIL ENGINEERS, GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, AND STANDARDS SETTING BODIES. WE MET REGULARLY AS A COMMITTEE OVER A YEAR'S TIME, USUALLY IN WASHINGTON DC, BUT ALSO IN AUSTIN AND SAN FRANCISCO. WE MET IN THOSE AREAS SO THAT WE COULD GET MORE INFORMATION, MORE OF A FEELING FOR WHAT DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE COUNTRY WERE FACING AS FAR AS CHALLENGES IN THE DESIGN OF THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY. OUR WORK CULMINATED IN THE ISSUANCE OF A REPORT CALLED BUILDING A TRUE COMMUNITY WHICH WAS SUBMITTED TODAY THE BOARD IN 2001 AND IS AVAILABLE THROUGH THE BOARD. OUR COMMITTEE'S REPORT PROVIDES CRITERIA FOR THE ALTERATION OR CONSTRUCTION OF PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY THAT REFLECT THE BROAD SPECTRUM OF EXPERTISE REPRESENTED BY OUR COMMITTEE MEMBERS. THE REPORT COMPREHENSIVELY COVERS THE VARIOUS COMPONENTS OF PUBLIC STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, PROVIDES CRITERIA FOR SIDEWALKS, STREET FIXTURES, FURNISHINGS, STREET CROSSINGS, VEHICULAR WAYS, PARKING AND OTHER COMPONENTS OF THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY. IN ADDITION, THE REPORT INCLUDED ADVISORY NOTES, FIGURES AND A DISCUSSION OF ISSUES THAT MERIT FURTHER STUDY OR SPECIAL ATTENTION IN THE BOARD'S RULE MAKING. WHEN WE CAME TO AN ISSUE THAT WE COULDN'T, EITHER WE COULDN'T COME TO CONSENSUS ON OR WE DIDN'T HAVE ENOUGH INFORMATION ON, TO COME TO CONSENSUS, WE BROUGHT THAT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE BOARD AS PART OF OUR REPORT PROCESS SO THAT FURTHER RESEARCH WOULD BE DONE. AN AD HOC GROUP OF BOARD MEMBERS CONTINUED TO REVIEW THE REPORT IN DEPTH AND TO SET A DRAFT GUIDELINES BASED ON THE COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATIONS. THE DRAFT GUIDELINES DEPART FROM THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE'S REPORT IN SEVERAL AREAS, WHICH I WILL TOUCH ON HERE TODAY. BECAUSE OF THESE DIFFERENCES, THE BOARD IS MAKING AN ADVANCE DRAFT OF THE GUIDELINES AVAILABLE FOR COMMENT BY THE PUBLIC, INCLUDING INDUSTRY GROUPS, STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, AND ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS. THE BOARD ALSO SEEKS INFORMATION AND FEEDBACK, INCLUDING USABILITY AND COST DATA. INSTRUCTIONS ON PROVIDING COMMENT YOU CAN FIND IN THE ANNOUNCEMENT, THE NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY AND SCOTT WINDLEY OF THE ACCESS BOARD, IS TAKING THE LEAD ON RECEIVING THAT INFO. AND AGAIN, I WILL TOUCH ON RESOURCES TOWARD THE END OF THE SESSION TO MAKE SURE YOU ALL KNOW HOW TO SEND THE ACCESS BOARD COMMENTS ON THIS DRAFT. THE BOARD ALSO SEEKS INFORMATION AND FEED BACK, INCLUDING USABILITY AND COST DATA, IF ANY OF YOU ARE LISTENING OUT THERE WORK WITH THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY ALREADY ARE DOING CURB RAMPS IN YOUR AREAS, YOU ARE DOING CONSTRUCTION AND INCLUDING ACCESSIBILITY FEATURES IN YOUR SIDEWALKS AND OTHER ISSUES, AND YOU HAVE DATA THAT THE BOARD CAN USE AS FAR AS COST AND USABILITY, THEY ARE LOOKING FOR THAT INFORMATION. THE BOARD IS MAKING THESE DRAFT GUIDELINES AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT TO SEEK INFORMATION AND INPUT, THEN IT IS GOING TO USE THAT TO DEVELOP A PROPOSED RULE. THE PROPOSED RULE WILL PROVIDE ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT. THEN THE BOARD WILL PROCEED TO FINALIZE THE GUIDELINES BASED ON PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED BASED ON THE PROPOSED RULE. IT WILL CONTINUE THROUGH THEIR PROCESS. IT GOES THROUGH THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET, IF IT IS GOING TO FUEL THE RULE MAKING PROCESS IT HAS IN THE PAST, AND THEN IT WILL BE PUBLISHED AS A FINAL RULE ON THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY. NOW WHAT I THINK  I WOULD DO IS OPEN IT UP FOR QUESTIONS FOLLOWING THIS INTRODUCTION, TO SEE IF EVERYBODY IS ON THE SAME PAGE AS FAR AS THE PROCESS OF RULE MAKING AND WHERE WE ARE AT ON THIS AND WHERE IT IS COMING FROM BEFORE I GO INTO THE ACTUAL DRAFT AND SOME OF THE ACCESSIBILITY FEATURES WE NEED TO DISCUSS. SO I GUESS I WOULD ASK IF ANYBODY HAS QUESTIONS AT THIS TIME? 

>> OPERATOR: AT THIS TIME WE WILL OPEN THE FLOOR FOR QUESTIONS. IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ASK A QUESTION, PLEASE PRESS THE STAR KEY FOLLOWED BY THE ONE KEY ON YOUR TOUCH-TONE PHONE NOW. QUESTIONS WILL BE TAKEN IN THE ORDER IN WHICH THEY ARE RECEIVED. IF AT ANY TIME YOU WOULD LIKE TO REMOVE YOURSELF FROM THE QUESTIONING QUEUE, PLEASE PRESS STAR TWO. PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR QUESTIONS TO ONE AT A TIME. AGAIN, TO ASK A QUESTION, PRESS STAR TWO.

>> RACHEL: WHILE PEOPLE ARE LINING UP FOR THAT, I WANT TO ALSO REPEAT THE EMAIL ADDRESS SO FOLKS WHO ARE LISTENING THROUGH THE INTERNET CAN EMAIL IN QUESTIONS. AND THAT ADDRESS IS DLRP@ILRU.ORG. WE WILL PAUSE FOR A MOMENT WHILE PEOPLE QUEUE UP AND SEND IN THEIR QUESTIONS.

>> OPERATOR: THERE ARE NO QUESTIONS AT THIS TIME.

>> RACHEL: WE GOT ONE EMAIL QUESTION THAT RELATES TO WHAT YOU'VE COVERED SO FAR, MARK, AND THAT IS LOOKING FOR SOME CLARITY ON WILL THE GUIDELINES WHEN THEY BECOME A FINAL RULE BE ENFORCEABLE IN THE SAME WAY THAT THE ADAAG IS ENFORCEABLE?

>>MARK:   OKAY. YES. THAT IS A SHORT ANSWER. NOW THE EXPLANATION FOR IT IS THAT THE REVISED ADAAG WHEN IT COMES OUT, WHEN THE REVISED ADAAG COMES OUT, THEY WILL NOT HAVE FORCE OF LAW YET EVEN WHEN THEY ARE PUBLISHED AS DONE BY THE ACCESS BOARD, FINISHED AND WE HAVE DONE EVERYTHING WE ARE GOING TO DO IN THE RULE-MAKING PROCESS AND PUBLISHED IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER, THEY STILL HAVE TO BE PICKED UP BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, AND OTHERS WHO RELY ON THESE GUIDELINES TO ENFORCE THE ADA. ONCE THEY PICK IT UP AND ATTACH THEIR RULE TO IT, IT BECOMES THE COMPLETE REGULATION THAT THEY THEN HAVE FORCE OF LAW WITH TO ENFORCE THE ADA. AND THIS IS AIMED AT BEING A SUPPLEMENT TO THAT. THE PROPOSED DRAFT IS FORMATTED AS A SEPARATE CHAPTER, NUMBER 11.. IT WILL BE INTEGRATED INTO ADAAG. WE HAVE BEEN TOLD BY THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, AND OTHERS WHO ACTUALLY HAVE MEMBERS ON THE COMMITTEES, THAT HAVE BEEN DEVELOPING THIS THAT AS SOON AS THIS IS FINAL, IT WILL BE PICKED UP IN A FAST MANNER SO THAT IT IS PUSHED THROUGH IN THE REST OF THE RULE-MAKING PROCESS. THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY IS SUPPOSED TO BE PUSHED THROUGH AT THAT TIME SO THAT IT IS PART OF THE BIG PICTURE AND BECOMES PART OF THE NEW ADAAG, SO, YES, IN THE LONG TERM, IT WILL HAVE FORCE OF LAW. RIGHT NOW, IT IS THE CUTTING EDGE INFORMATION AS FAR AS DESIGN AND THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY SO WHEN PEOPLE ARE CALLING AND WE WILL DISCUSS IN A FEW MINUTES ABOUT HOW DETECTABLE WARNINGS ARE BACK. PEOPLE ARE CALLING ME ALL THE TIME SAYING DETECTABLE WARNINGS WERE SUSPENDED FOR QUITE A WHILE BECAUSE THERE WERE PROBLEMS. SHOULD I GO BACK TO THE OLD FORMAT FOR THE DOMES ON DETECTABLE WARNINGS THAT WAS ORIGINALLY IN ADAAG OR SHOULD I GO TO THIS NEW INFORMATION THAT I’M GOING TO TALK ABOUT IN THIS DRAFT WHICH GIVES US A DIFFERENT SET UP FOR DETECTABLE WARNING? MY ANSWER HAS BEEN GO TO THE NEW STUFF. THE ACCESS BOARD IS RECOMMENDING THAT YOU LOOK AT THE NEW DESIGN FOR DETECTABLE WARNINGS AND THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IS ALSO, INFACT, SAYING ON THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY STUFF, AND ESPECIALLY DETECTABLE WARNINGS, DO LOOK AT THIS INFORMATION BECAUSE IT IS THE CUTTING EDGE DESIGN WISE ON THIS STUFF. THE SHORT OF YOUR QUESTION IS, YES, IT WILL HAVE FORCE OF LAW. THE SHORT AGAIN IS NOT YET. THE SHORT AGAIN IS YOU CAN STILL USE IT AS YOUR DESIGN GUIDE, BEST PRACTICE DOCUMENT. SO IF YOU HAVEN'T GOTTEN ANY OTHER EMAILS QUESTIONS, RACHEL, I WILL GO AHEAD AND PRESS ON.

>> RACHEL: GO AHEAD. PRESS ON.

>> MARK: AS I SAID, THE PROPOSED DRAFT IS FORMATTED AS A SEPARATE CHAPTER, NUMBER 11. IT WILL BE CALLED THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY INTEGRATED INTO THE ADAAG. THE FIGURES AND ADVISORY NOTES THAT WE AS A COMMITTEE PROVIDED THE BOARD IN OUR REPORT, BUILDING A TRUE COMMUNITY, WERE NOT INCLUDED IN THIS DRAFT, BUT, IT IS SUPPOSED TO BE INCLUDED IN THE PROPOSED RULE. SO I WOULD RECOMMEND THAT EVERYONE GET IN TOUCH WITH THE ACCESS BOARD, WHETHER IT IS THROUGH THE WEB SITE OR BY PHONE. RACHEL, DO YOU GUYS HAVE COPIES OF BUILDING A TRUE COMMUNITY?

>> RACHEL: WE DON'T HAVE COPIES OF IT, BUT IF PEOPLE WANT IT, THEN WE CAN TRY TO GET COPIES.

>> MARK: OK, BECAUSE THAT IS A VERY HELPFUL DOCUMENT BECAUSE IT DOES CONTAIN FIGURES FOR A LOT OF THE THINGS THAT WE WERE TALKING ABOUT, AND EXPLANATIONS. ALSO, THAT ACCESSIBLE RIGHTS OF WAY DESIGN GUIDE THAT HAS BEEN AVAILABLE SINCE THE COMMITTEE STARTED ITS WORK, IS VERY HELPFUL FOR EXPLAINING DIFFERENT ATTRIBUTES OF ACCESSIBILITY IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY, SO I WOULD SUGGEST FOR OUR CALLERS TO PICK UP BOTH OF THOSE DOCUMENTS, THEY ARE VERY HANDY, AS WELL AS THIS DRAFT GUIDELINE, SO THAT YOU CAN COMMENT ON WHAT IS IN HERE. THE DRAFT GUIDELINES REFERENCED STANDARDS, KNOWN AS THE MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES, OR MUTCD, CURRENTLY FHA IS IN THE PROCESS OF UPDATING THE MUTCD. WE HAD MEMBERS OF FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION ON OUR COMMITTEE WHO -- I BELIEVE THE ACCESS BOARD HAS FOLKS THAT WORK WITH THE FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION SO THAT WE ARE SHARING INFORMATION BACK AND FORTH SO THAT OUR RESOURCES LOOK ALIKE WHEN ALL OF THESE REVISIONS ARE DONE. BUT THE DRAFT GUIDELINES REFERENCE STANDARDS THAT ARE CURRENTLY PART OF THIS MUTCD MANUAL ON UNIFORM TRAFFIC CONTROL DEVICES THAT ARE ALREADY BEING USED OUT THERE BY OUR HIGHWAY FOLKS. SO WE TRY TO KEEP IT SO THAT WE WERE ALL FOCUSED ON THE SAME STUFF AND USING THE SAME REQUIREMENTS. CONSISTENT WITH THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE'S REPORTS, THEY USE TERMS COMMON TO CONSTRUCTION IN THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY TO ENSURE CONSISTENCY WITH INDUSTRY STANDARDS AND BEST PRACTICES. NOW SCOPING, WHERE DOES THIS ALL APPLY? IN NEW CONSTRUCTION, THE COMMITTEE HAD THIS GOAL, WE WANTED TO MAKE SURE THAT EVERYBODY UNDERSTOOD THE GUIDELINES WERE FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND ADDITIONS AND ALTERATIONS. WHEN WE TALK ABOUT NEW CONSTRUCTION, IF YOU THINK ABOUT A CORNFIELD IN OHIO, AND TALK ABOUT NEW CONSTRUCTION, THAT IS TRULY NEW CONSTRUCTION. WHERE YOU ALREADY HAVE A SIDEWALK OR A STREET IS AN ALTERATION OR AN ADDITION. SO THE THINGS CAN CHANGE AS FAR AS THE SCOPING REQUIREMENTS. ALL AREAS OF NEWLY DESIGNED AND NEWLY CONSTRUCTED FACILITIES WOULD BE SUBJECT TO THE GUIDELINES. THIS SCOPING APPLIES TO WORK SUCH AS THE EXTENSION OR ROADWAYS AND SIDEWALKS INTO UNDEVELOPED AREAS, NEW SUBDIVISIONS
AND SIMILAR TYPES OF PROJECTS. THE DRAFT GUIDELINES WOULD NOT REQUIRE THE PROVISION OF SIDEWALKS, STREET CROSSINGS, STREET FURNITURE, PARKING OR OTHER PEDESTRIAN ELEMENTS WHERE NONE ARE INTENDED. SO, IT IS THAT WHERE PROVIDED THING THAT WE SEE OVER AND OVER IN ADA. IT IS NOT REQUIRING US TO PROVIDE CERTAIN THINGS, UNTIL WE ARE PROVIDING THEM. THEN IT SAYS THEY MUST BE ACCESSIBLE. ADDITIONS AND ALTERATIONS, THE DRAFT GUIDELINES CONSISTENT WITH ADAAG WOULD APPLY TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS ACCORDING TO THE SCOPE OF WORK FOR A PLANNED ALTERATION OR ADDITION. FOR EXAMPLE, INDUSTRY PRACTICE MAY BROADEN THE SCOPE OF WORK FOR A PLANNED IMPROVEMENT PROJECT TO ENSURE A SMOOTH TRANSITION TO ADJACENT AREAS, IMPROVE SAFETY OR UPGRADE EXISTING ELEMENTS, SUCH AS DRAINING STRUCTURES IN OR NEAR THE AREA TO BE IMPROVED. THE SCOPE WOULD DETERMINE THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE GUIDELINES APPLY. IF AN EXISTING PORTION OF SIDEWALK ALONG THE BLOCK FACE WERE REBUILT OR REPLACED AT A MININUM THE NEW PORTION OF SIDEWALK WOULD BE SUBJECT TO SPECIFICATIONS FOR SIDEWALKS INCLUDING THOSE FOR CURB RAMPS AND SURFACING, AMONG OTHER THINGS. HOWEVER, COMPLIANCE WOULD NOT EXTEND TO UNTOUCHED SECTIONS OF THE SIDEWALK, OUTSIDE OF THE PLANNED ALTERATIONS. COMPLIANCE AND ALTERATIONS IS REQUIRED EXCEPT WHERE IT IS TECHNICALLY INFEASIBLE. WHAT IS FEASIBLE ON AN ALTERATION WILL DEPEND ON A WIDE RANGE OF FACTORS PARTICULAR TO THE PROJECT. DETERMINATIONS OF TECHNICAL INFEASIBILITY MUST BE MADE ON A CASE-BY-CASE BASE IS IN RELATION TO EACH PROJECTS UNIQUE CONDITIONS. FOR EXAMPLE, IT MIGHT NOT BE TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE TO WIDEN A NARROW SIDEWALK UNDERGOING AN ALTERATION BECAUSE THERE ARE EXISTING BUILDINGS AT THE FRONT OF THE SIDEWALK. ON THE OTHER HAND, SUCH WORK MIGHT BE TECHNICALLY FEASIBLE AT OTHER LOCATIONS WHERE ADDITIONAL RIGHT OF WAY IS PRACTICAL, WHERE THERE ISN'T A BUILDING RIGHT ON TOP OF WHERE YOU ARE WORKING. WHERE TECHNICAL IN FEASIBILITY IS ENCOUNTERED, COMPLIANCE IS REQUIRED TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, AND WE SEE THAT THROUGHOUT THE ADAAG AND THE ADA, WHERE IT IS TECHNICALLY INFEASIBLE TO DO SOMETHING, WELL, OK, BUT YOU STILL NEED TO LOOK AT COMPLIANCE TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT POSSIBLE. THE BOARD BELIEVES THAT GUIDANCE MATERIAL ON HOW TO APPLY GUIDELINES AND THE ALTERATIONS PROJECTS COULD PROVIDE A VALUABLE TOOL. THEY FORMED AN ADDITIONAL SUB COMMITTEE OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEMBERS AND THEY ARE CURRENTLY DEVELOPING A GUIDE ON ACHIEVING ACCESSIBILITY IN ALTERATIONS TO THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY. I BAILED ON THAT ONE. THAT ONE -- WE HAD FINISHED WITH OUR REPORT TO THE BOARD AND TO THE TRANSPORTATION ORGANIZATIONS, WITH OUR FINAL REPORT BUILDING A TRUE COMMUNITY, AND WE HAD --I HAD A LOT OF INPUT ON THAT AS FAR AS TRYING TO BRING THE POINT OF VIEW OF PEDESTRIANS WITH DISABILITIES TO THE TABLE. HOWEVER, WHEN THIS SUB COMMITTEE SPLIT OFF AND STARTING WORKING ON HOW TO TELL PEOPLE TO DO A BETTER JOB ON ALTERATIONS PROJECTS, I KIND OF BACKED OFF FROM THE THING AND LEFT IT UP TO THE PROS BECAUSE THEY ARE ALL STANDING OUT ON STREET CONERS, SCRATCHING THEIR HEAD, TRYING TO FIGURE OUT WHAT TO DO WITH EACH STREET CORNER. I'M LOOKING FORWARD TO THE MANUAL THAT THEY PRODUCE FOR ALTERATIONS AND READING IT AND SEEING THEIR WORK. I'M SURE IT WILL BE GOOD. THE BOARD -- I WANT TO REMIND EVERYBODY, THE BOARD'S AUTHORITY UNDER THE ADA AND ABA EXTENDS ONLY TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF ACCESSIBILITY GUIDELINES FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION AND PLANNED ALTERATIONS. ITS GUIDELINES DO NOT ADDRESS EXISTING FACILITIES OUTSIDE THE CONTEXT OF A PLANNED ALTERATION, EXCEPT FOR CERTAIN TYPES OF CERTAIN TRANSIENT STATIONS. THE BOARD SEEKSCOMMENTS ON THESE GUIDELINES ONLY AS THEY PERTAIN TO NEW CONSTRUCTION, PLANNED ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS. AGAIN, THEY ARE ACCEPTING COMMENTS THROUGH OCTOBER 28TH SO I HIGHLY RECOMMEND PEOPLE PROVIDE THAT INPUT BECAUSE IT IS IMPORTANT. OKAY. LET'S START MOVING INTO ACCESSIBLE ELEMENTS AND SPACES AND TALKING ABOUT THE SCOPING AND TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS. RIGHT OFF THE BAT FROM THE START, THE DRAFT DISCUSSES A GUIDELINE -- THE GUIDELINES DISCUSS ALTERNATE CIRCULATION PATH. THIS CAME UP BECAUSE A LOT OF TIMES THERE WILL BE CONSTRUCTION IN THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY WHERE SOME ONE HAS TORN UP A SIDEWALK TO DO A RENOVATION TO THE SIDEWALK OR THE FRONT OF THE BUILDING. WHERE THAT HAPPENS, THE GUIDELINES ADDRESS THAT CONSTRUCTION WITHIN THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY, BY CALLING FOR AN ALTERNATE CIRCULATION PATH WHERE PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTES ARE TEMPORARILY BLOCKED BY CONSTRUCTION. THE TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS ADDRESS THE MINIMUM CLEAR WIDTH WHICH WOULD BE 36 INCHES, LOCATION, WHICH SHOULD BE ON THE SAME SIDE OF THE STREET, PARALLEL TO THE DISRUPTED PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTE, HAZARDOUS PROTRUDING OBJECTS AND CRITERIA FOR SIGNS AND BARRIERS. CONSTRUCTION AT PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY CAN BE PARTICULARLY HAZARDOUS TO PEOPLE WITH VISUAL IMPAIRMENTS OR MOBILITY IMPAIRMENTS, IF THE SITE IS NOT ADEQUATELY PROTECTED, AND WHEN I SAY PROTECTED, I’M TALKING ABOUT A BARRIER OR  BARRICADE. THINGS LIKE CONES AND TAPE AND THINGS THAT GIVE OR YOU CAN WALK RIGHT THROUGH DON'T PROVIDE SUFFICIENT QUEUES TO ENABLE A BLIND PEDESTRIAN TO ANTICIPATE A HAZARD, NOR DO THEY PROVIDE AN EDGE ALONG WHICH TO TRAVEL AROUND AN OBSTRUCTION. THE BARRIERS THAT ARE REQUIRED IN THESE GUIDELINES WOULD BE REQUIRED TO BE DETECTABLE WITH EDGE PROTECTIONS AND RAILINGS. THESE REQUIREMENTS ARE NOT BRAND NEW. THESE REQUIREMENTS ARE BASED ON STUFF IN CHAPTER SIX, --STUFF,THAT IS A TECHNICAL TERM, THAT ARE IN THE CHAPTER SIX OF THE MUTCD THAT THE HIGHWAY FOLKS ARE ALREADY USING. SO THIS ISN'T NEW NEWS. WE HAVE RECOGNIZED THE NEED FOR PROTECTION, FOR SAFETY, WHERE WE HAVE GOT A CONSTRUCTION PROJECT GOING ON AND IT IS ADDRESSED HERE UNDER ALTERNATE CIRCULATION PATHS. NOW THE BIG TERM WE HAD TO COME UP WITH AS A COMMITTEE ON THIS WORK WAS PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTE. PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTE IS A KEY TERM THAT REFERS TO THE PORTION OF THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY THAT SERVES AS AN ACCESSIBLE ROUTE. WE WOULD HAVE USED ACCESSIBLE ROUTE, LIKE IT IS USED THROUGHOUT ADAAG, BUT THE STREET ENVIRONMENT IS A LITTLE BIT DIFFERENT FROM INSIDE A BUILDING. IN MANY CASES, IT WOULD HAVE TO ENCOMPASS THE FULL WIDTH OF THE SIDEWALK. PEOPLE USE LARGER MOBILITY DEVICES IN THAT ENVIRONMENT. THERE ARE DIFFERENT THINGS NEEDED ON THE ACCESSIBLE ROUTE, OUT ON THE STREET OR ON THE SIDEWALK, SO WE WANTED TO COME UP WITH A DIFFERENT TERM THAT WAS SPECIFIC TO THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY. SO IF PEOPLE ARE TALKING ABOUT THE REQUIREMENTS IN THIS DRAFT GUIDELINE, THEY ARE GOING TO BE TALKING ABOUT THOSE THAT INVOLVE THE PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTE. THAT IS YOUR KEY TERM FOR OUR ACCESSIBLE ROUTE. NOW, THE SPECIFICATIONS FOR PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTES ADDRESS CLEAR WIDTH, AND AS A COMMITTEE, WE HAD SUGGESTED UP TO 60 INCHES WITH VARIOUS EXCEPTIONS, BEARING IN MIND, THIS IS NEW CONSTRUCTION, PERMITTING A REDUCTION TO 48 INCHES IN ORDER TO ACCOMMODATE CERTAIN FIXTURES AND ELEMENTS. NOW, IN THE 60 INCHES IN WIDTH, WOULD HAVE PROVIDED SPACE FOR WHEELCHAIR TURNING SPACE AND PASSING SPACE. THE BOARD, IN PUTTING OUT THE DRAFT, SPECIFIED 48 INCHES MINIMUM WITHOUT EXCEPTION, TO BE CONSISTENT WITH INDUSTRY PRACTICE. WELL, THE 48 INCH WIDTH REMAINS GREATER THAN THE WIDTH IN ADAAG FOR ACCESSIBLE ROUTES, SO WE ARE PART WAY THERE, AT LEAST. SO 48 INCHES IS THE MAGIC NUMBER YOU ARE REMEMBERING WHEN YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT YOUR WIDTH, THE CLEAR WIDTH, ON A PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTE.  NOW, OTHER THINGS APPLY, THINGS THAT WE ARE USED TO, SUCH AS CROSS SLOPES SHOULDN’T BE MORE THAN TWO PERCENT. SURFACES AND CHANGES IN LEVEL ARE ADDRESSED. WE WILL TALK ABOUT THOSE IN JUST A FEW MINUTES. THE KEY, ONE OF THE KEY ISSUES TO PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY GUIDANCE WAS A GRADE. GRADE IS THE ROAD GUYS TERMINOLOGY FOR SLOPE. WHENEVER YOU TALK ABOUT SLOPE, FOR INSTANCE, ON A RAMP, WHEN YOU ARE GOING UP A RAMP, THE INCLINE IS CALLED SLOPE. ON PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY, YOU ARE TALKING GRADE. AND IT WOULD BE KIND OF INPRACTICAL IN A LOT OF AREAS TO APPLY RAMP REQUIREMENTS GENERALLY TO SIDEWALKS AND SLOPED AREAS BECAUSE ADAAG REQUIRES ANYTHING OVER 1:20 -- ONE ON 20 SLOPE TO BE TREATED AS A RAMP WHICH WOULD MEAN YOU WOULD NEED HANDRAILS AND EDGE PROTECTION. THERE IS AN AWFUL LOT OF SIDEWALKS THAT WOULD NEED HANDRAILS UNDER THAT RULE. SO, ITS NOT VERY PRACTICAL. BUT CONSISTENT WITH AN ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION, THE GRADE OF THE PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTE WITHIN A SIDEWALK IS PERMITTED TO BE AS STEEP AS THE GRADE OF THE ADJOINING ROADWAY. THE GRADE CAN BE STEEPER WHERE THE SLOPE IS LESS TO ONE TO 20 OR IS TREATED AS A RAMP. AS FAR AS SURFACES GO, THIS IS ANOTHER PLACE WHERE THE BOARD DIDN'T NECESSARILY COMPLETELY GO WITH THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE'S RECOMMENDATIONS. WE HAD RECOMMENDED THAT THE PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTE ALSO CONTAIN A NARROW ROUTE WITHIN ITS BOUNDARIES THAT WAS SMOOTH AND FREE OF IRREGULAR SURFACE TEXTURES, KIND OF LIKE A BROOM FINISH IF YOU WILL YOU WOULD SEE ON A SIDEWALK. AND SEPARATE FROM IRREGULAR SURFACE FEATURES LIKE GRANITE, PAVERS, COBBLE STONE OR OTHER TYPES OF ROUGH SURFACES. WE MADE THIS RECOMMENDATION BASED ON PUBLIC COMMENT WE GOT AT EVERY MEETING SAYING THAT FOLKS WERE SOMETIMES PAINFUL VIBRATIONS, SOME FOLKS USE A MOBILITY DEVICE THEY HAD AN INCOMPLETE SPINAL CORD INJURY AND GOING OVER A ROUGH SURFACE CAUSED A LOT OF PEOPLE A LOT OF PAIN IN GOING OVER THAT. WE HAD RECOGNIZED THAT AND RECOMMENDED THIS ROUTE WITHIN THE ROUTE THAT WOULD BE A SMOOTHER SURFACE. IT WOULD BE LIKE A VIBRATION FREE ZONE. THE BOARD AGREED WITH THE COMMITTEE THAT THEY SAW THAT WE WERE TALKING ABOUT SOMETHING THAT WAS VERY IMPORTANT TO A LOT OF PEOPLE. HOWEVER, THERE WAS NO WAY TO IDENTIFY SUITABLE METHODS FOR MEASURING SURFACE ROUGHNESS OR ROLLING VIBRATIONS. THERE IS NO MEASURE YET AS FAR AS WHAT IS SMOOTH AND WHAT IS NOT IN THE PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTE. SO, THE BOARD AGREED WITH THE COMMITTEE THAT SUCH INFORMATION NEEDS TO BE DEVELOPED. THEY BELIEVE A REQUIREMENT SURFACE SMOOTHNESS SHOULD NOT BE INCLUDED UNTIL TECHNICAL MEASUREMENTS ARE IDENTIFIED. THIS HAS NOT BEEN INCLUDED IN THIS DRAFT. THERE ARE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SURFACES JUST LIKE IN ADAAG, THE NEW ADAAG SECTION 302 REQUIRES SURFACES TO BE FIRM, STABLE, SLIP RESISTANT ANDTHE DRAFT PROHIBITS OPENING MORE THAN HALF INCH IN ONE DIMENSION, SUCH AS GRADINGS ALONG THE PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTE. IN ADDITION, THE BOARD LIMITED THE FREQUENCY OF PERMITTED LEVEL CHANGES ALONG THE PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTE. SO THE THINGS THAT THEY ARE PROVIDING AS YOU READ THAT SECTION OF THE DRAFT POINT TOWARDS PROVIDING A SMOOTHER SURFACE. WHEN YOU ARE USING PAVERS, MAKING SURE THEY ARE INSTALLED CORRECTLY, DON'T HAVE BIG GAPS ON THEM. PAVERS ARE A NIGHTMARE RIGHT NOW FOR A LOT OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES BUT OWNERS OF PROPERTIES ARE HAVING PEOPLE INCLUDE – DESIGNERS INCLUDE PAVERS ALL OVER THE PLACE. THIS IS A PROBLEM THAT IS NOT GOING AWAY. WE WILL HAVE TO ADDRESS IT AT SOME POINT. DO WE HAVE QUESTIONS AT THIS POINT BEFORE I GO ON?

>> OPERATOR: IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ASK A QUESTION, PLEASE PRESS THE STAR QUESTION, FOLLOWED BY THE ONE KEY, ON YOUR TOUCH-TONE PHONE NOW.

>> RACHEL: OK, WHILE PEOPLE QUEUE UP, I DID GET A COUPLE OF EMAIL QUESTIONS ALREADY SO LET ME START WITH THOSE. ONE JUST CAME RIGHT IN, IN RESPONSE TO WHAT YOU JUST SAID, MARK, THEY ARE ASKING IF YOU CAN EXPLAIN WHAT IS A PAVER?

>> MARK: DID YOU EVER SEE OLD COBBLE STONE STREETS OR A BRICK SIDEWALK, THOSE ARE OLDER STYLE PAVERS. YOU WOULD SEE PAVERS ADVERTISED AT YOUR LOCAL HOME IMPROVEMENT STORE FOR USE IN YOUR DRIVEWAY OR SIDEWALK. THEY ARE REFORMED BLOCKS THAT ARE FORMED IN A CERTAIN SHAPE. THEY ALL INTERLOCK TOGETHER TO PROVIDE A SURFACE. INSTEAD OF SAY, POURING A CONCRETE DRIVEWAY, YOU MIGHT PUT DOWN THESE PAVER BLOCKS, IT WOULD LIKE LOOK A COBBLE STONE DRIVE WAY. THE TROUBLE IS THIS: EVEN IN THE OLD STYLE BRICK, LIKE YOU MIGHT SEE NEWER BRICK STREET SURFACE, IT MIGHT BE BETTER BECAUSE THERE ARE REAL SQUARE EDGES ON THE BRICK. WHEN YOU PUT THEM UP NEXT TO EACH OTHER, THEY GO EDGE TO EDGE, SURFACE TO SURFACE, YOU HAVE A PRETTY SMOOTH SURFACE OVER THE TOP. UNFORTUNATELY, THEY DON'T STAY PUT. THROUGH CHANGING OF SEASONS AND HEAVING OF THE BASE UNDERNEATH THEM, THEY CAN GO UP AND DOWN OVER THE COURSE OF THE YEAR. AS WHEN THEY GO UP AND COME DOWN, THEY NEVER SETTLE EVENLY. SO YOU GET THESE UNEVEN EDGES, SO, AS YOU GO OVER IT, IT IS A REAL SHAKING. THAT CAN CAUSE PEOPLE A LOT OF PAIN. SO PAVERS ARE EVEN WORSE BECAUSE THEY HAVE ROUNDED EDGES ON THEM SO THEY ARE MUCH HARDER TO GET TOGETHER AND NOT HAVE ANY VIBRATION. SO IF YOU LOOK AT YOUR LOCAL HOME IMPROVEMENT PLACE, THEY WILL HAVE PAVER BLOCKS IF YOU WANT TO LOOK AT THEM. THEY ARE A SPIN OFF OF THE OLD COBBLE STONE ROADS. THEY ARE A CONCRETE OR BRICK PAVER THAT YOU PUT DOWN ON THE GROUND, TERRIBLE FOR ACCESSIBILITY THOUGH.

>> RACHEL: OKAY. THERE WAS ANOTHER QUESTION THAT HAD TO DO WITH THE PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTE. AND THEY ARE INTERESTED TO KNOW WHY 48 INCHES IS NOT WIDE ENOUGH.

>> MARK: OKAY. 48 INCHES IS JUST WIDE ENOUGH FOR SOMEBODY WHO IS USING A WHEELCHAIR AND SOMEBODY WHO IS WALKING TO PASS. IF YOU HAVE SOMEBODY WHO IS USING A WHEELCHAIR AND SOMEBODY WHO IS WALKING A DOG, IT WILL BE KIND OF TIGHT GETTING BY EACH OTHER. ALSO, IF IT IS 48 INCHES, YOU HAVE TO HAVE A SPACE SOMEWHERE TO TURN AROUND AND ADAAG CURRENTLY PROVIDES
WHERE -- IT WAS 36 INCH SIDEWALKS, BUT YOU CAN'T GO MORE THAN 200 FEET WITHOUT SOME TURN AROUND SPACE. AND THAT'S KIND OF WHERE THAT ALL COMES FROM IS TURN AROUND SPACE, MANEUVERING SPACE, AND SO THAT IS WHERE THAT IS COMING FROM AS FAR AS THE EXTRA WIDTH WE WERE SHOOTING FOR. NOW 48
INCHES, PROBABLY IS WIDE ENOUGH FOR MOST STREET ACCESSIBILITY. BUT AS SOON AS YOU GO TO THE LEVEL OF A CITY OR SOME PLACE THAT HAS A LOT MORE PEDESTRIAN FLOW, THAT 48 SOMETIMES ISN'T WIDE ENOUGH. WE HAVE CHANGED OUR -- I WILL TALK ABOUT RAMPS IN A MINUTE. WE HAVE CHANGED THE WIDTH OF CURB RAMPS FROM 36 TO 48 IN THE MIDDLE SECTION, SO THAT 48 IS THE NUMBER THAT WILL CARRY THROUGH ALL OF THERE. THE 60 INCHES WAS BASICALLY TO GIVE PEOPLE MORE MANEUVERING AND MORE SPACE WITH LARGER MOBILITY DEVICES THAT THEY WOULD BE USING IN THE OUTDOORS PERHAPS.

>> RACHEL: OKAY. BEFORE I GO ON WITH EMAIL QUESTIONS, ARE THERE ANY PEOPLE IN LINE TO ASK QUESTIONS?

>> OPERATOR: THERE ARE NO QUESTIONS AT THIS TIME.

>> MARK: OKAY.

>> RACHEL: OKAY. I HAD ONE MORE QUESTION THAT CAME IN OVER THE INTERNET. AND THAT IS ABOUT THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE. IS THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MADE UP OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES AND THEIR REPRESENTATIVES OR ARE THERE ALSO PEOPLE REPRESENTING OTHER INTERESTS ON THE COMMITTEE?

>> MARK: BOTH. IF YOU GO TO THE ACCESS BOARD'S WEB SITE AND CLICK ON THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY COMMITTEE, YOU WILL BE ABLE TO VIEW A LIST OF THE FOLKS WHO ARE INVOLVED, THE 33 MEMBERS. THERE WERE FOLKS FROM DISABILITY RIGHTS EDUCATION FUND, AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF RETIRED PERSONS, NATIONAL COUNSEL ON DISABILITY, DIFFERENT OFFICES IN DIFFERENT STATES THAT WERE ACCESSIBILITY OFFICES, COUNSEL OF CITIZENS WITH LOW VISION INTERNATIONAL, AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHITECTS, THERE WERE A LOT OF DIFFERENT ENTITIES
INVOLVED, AMERICAN COUNSEL FOR THE BLIND. AND THEN THERE WERE A LOT OF ORGANIZATIONS THAT WERE INVOLVED LIKE THE INSTITUTE OF TRANSPORTATION ENGINEERS, AMERICAN PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION ASSOCIATION, FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION, THERE WERE ALSO A LOT OF FOLKS INVOLVED WITH MOBILITY TRAINING, LIKE THE SEEING EYE. WE HAD A WELL-ROUNDED GROUP OF FOLKS THERE THAT WERE ABLE TO WORK TOGETHER EXCEPT CERTAIN COMPROMISE AND STAND FAST ON THINGS WE DIDN'T WANT TO COMPROMISE. I'M SPEAKING FROM THE OTHER SIDE OF THE TABLE WHEN I SPEAK LIKE THAT. BUT I WOULD SPEAK VERY HIGHLY OF THE TRANSPORTATION FOLKS WHO WERE THERE. I HAVE BEEN IN OTHER COMMITTEES THAT THE ACCESS BOARD FILLING IN FOR OTHER FOLKS, FOR INSTANCE, AND I HAVE SEEN OTHER COMMITTEES THAT DIDN'T WORK AS EFFECTIVELY, AND IT WAS LIKE A FOOD FIGHT IN HIGH SCHOOL AT THOSE PLACES. AND THIS COMMITTEE WORKED VERY WELL TOGETHER. I THOUGHT THAT THE DISABILITY COMMUNITY WAS VERY WELL REPRESENTED IN THIS COMMITTEE. AGAIN, IF YOU GO TO THE ACCESS BOARD'S WEB SITE AND CLICK ON THAT LINK, YOU WILL GET ON OPPORTUNITY -- THERE IS ANOTHER LINK THAT SAYS 33 MEMBERS OR MEMBERS, YOU CLICK ON THAT AND IT ACTUALLY LISTS WHO WAS ON THE COMMITTEE. CHECK THAT OUT. OKAY. LET ME GO ON TO PROTRUDING OBJECTS. I'M ABOUT HALF WAY THROUGH MY MATERIAL. I WANT TO GO FORWARD SO THAT YOU GUYS GET AN IDEA OF WHAT IS IN THIS DRAFT. I WOULD ENCOURAGE EVERYBODY WHO IS INVOLVED TO PICK UP A COPY OF THIS DRAFT SO THAT YOU CAN COMMENT ON IT AND THEN TO SEND IN YOUR COMMENTS ON IT. OKAY. PROTRUDING OBJECTS. IT IS VERY SIMILAR TO WHAT IS REQUIRED IN ADAAG, OBJECTS MOUNTED ON WALLS OR POSTS, WITH LEADING EDGES ABOVE THE STANDARD SWEEP OF A CANE, WHICH WOULD BE 27 INCHES, ABOVE THE FLOOR AND BELOW THE STANDARD HEADROOM CLEARANCE, WHICH WOULD BE 80 INCHES, WOULD BE LIMITED TO A 4-INCH PROTRUSION. ANYTHING THAT STICKS OUT INTO THE ACCESSIBLE PEDESTRIAN ROUTE MORE THAN 4 INCHES WOULD NOT BE ALLOWED. IT WOULD BE A PROTRUDING OBJECT. OK, CURB RAMPS AND BLENDED TRANSITIONS, THIS ENCOMPASSES A FEW DIFFERENT SUBJECTS. CURB RAMPS WOULD BE REQUIRED TO CONNECT PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTES TO STREET CROSSINGS, AND TO BE LOCATED WITHIN THE WIDTH OF EACH CROSSWALK. GENERALLY THIS WOULD REQUIRE TWO SEPARATE CURB RAMPS AT A CORNER INSTEAD OF A SINGLE RAMP THAT OPEN DIAGONALLY ON TO AN INTERSECTION. THE COMMITTEE DISCOURAGED SINGLE INSTALLATIONS WHERE POSSIBLE FOR SEVERAL REASONS. ONE THING THAT CAME UP OVER AND OVER AGAIN IN OUR COMMITTEE MEETINGS WAS DIRECTIONALITY. IF SOMEONE WAS TRYING TO USE THE CURB RAMP OR THE STREET CORNER FOR DIRECTION, IF THERE IS ONE ON EITHER SIDE OF THE INTERSECTION OR CORNER, THEY ARE GOING TO BE ABLE TO GO STRAIGHT ACROSS TO THE OTHER SIDE. IF THERE IS -- WE SEE A LOT OF DIAGONAL CURB RAMPS, WHERE YOU HAVE GOT ONE CURB RAMP OUT ON THE APEX OF A CORNER AND THE LIGHT TURNS AND THE PERSON WHO HAPPENED TO BE BLIND AND USING A CANE TO DETECT THEIR WAY AROUND MAY STATION THEMSELVES AT THAT CURB RAMP THINKING THEY ARE POINTED STRAIGHT ACROSS THE STREET TO THE OTHER SIDE AND THIS DIAGONAL CURB RAMP DUMPS THEM RIGHT OUT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROAD. AND THEY FIND THEMSELVES WALKING OUT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE INTERSECTION. ON THE OTHER HAND, THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOGNIZED THAT PROVIDING TWO SEPARATE COMPLIANT CURB RAMPS MAY NOT ALWAYS BE PRACTICAL, PARTICULARLY IN ALTERATIONS BECAUSE YOU HAVE STORM DRAIN INLETS, UTILITY POLES, ALL KINDS OF CONSTRAINTS. THE DRAFT GUIDELINES PROVIDE TECHNICAL CRITERIA FOR PERPENDICULAR RAMPS, PARALLEL CURB RAMPS AND BLENDED TRANSITION  AND THESE ARE EXPLAINED VERY WELL IN THE GUIDELINES AS THE COMMITTEE WAS DOING THEIR WORK. IT EXPLAINED THE CURB RAMPS AND THE DIFFERENT TYPES AND HOW THEY CAN BE USED TOGETHER VERY WELL. BLENDED TRANSITIONS CAN BE ACHIEVED BY DEPRESSING THE CURB RADIUS TO A STREET LEVEL OR, LESS COMMON, RAISING A STREET CROSSING TO THE SIDEWALK LEVEL, WHICH CAN ALSO SERVE AS A TRAFFIC CALMING STRATEGY BY CREATING A SPEED BREAK AT THE INTERSECTION. VARIOUS COMBINATIONS OF THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF CURB RAMPS AND TRANSITIONS CAN BE USED, FOR EXAMPLE, A PARALLEL RAMP CAN BE USED FOR A PORTION OF A CURB LEVEL CHANGE IN CONJUNCTION WITH A PERPENDICULAR RAMP. SO IT WOULD COME DOWN THE SIDEWALK BRINGING THE SIDEWALK DOWN TOWARD THE LEVEL OF THE STREET AND AT THE CORNER, YOU WOULD HAVE A FLAT AREA, WHICH IS YOUR BLENDED TRANSITION THAT THE PERSON GOES TO THEN FACES THE STREET AND CROSSES THE CROSSWALK. A LOT OF THESE THINGS ARE DISCUSSED IN THAT GUIDEBOOK, WHICH I HIGHLY RECOMMEND PEOPLE GET. AS FAR AS THE ACTUAL REQUIREMENTS IN THIS DRAFT, I’LL GO ON, BEGINNING WITH THE PERPENDICULAR CURB RAMPS. I FOUND THAT THIS SECTION OF THE DRAFT A LITTLE BIT CONFUSING BECAUSE YOU NEED TO READ ABOUT THE PERPENDICULAR CURB RAMP AND THEY TALK ABOUT THE PARALLEL CURB RAMPS AND THE BLENDED TRANSITIONS, THEY FINALLY GET TO THE COMMON ELEMENTS WHICH THEY ALL, NO MATTER WHAT KIND OF RAMP YOU HAVE, YOU NEED. WHEN YOU ARE READING THE DRAFT, READ ALL THE WAY THROUGH THE CURB RAMP AND BLENDED TRANSITIONS. CONSISTENT WITH -- BACK TO RAMPS, CONSISTENT WITH ADAAG, THEY MUST HAVE A MAXIMUM RUNNING SLOPE OF ONE TO 12.  REQUIREMENTS SPECIFIC TO RAMPS ADDRESS THE CROSS-SLOPE. LEVEL LANDINGS AT THE TOP, WHICH SHOULD BE 48 BY 48, AND SIDE FLAIRS, WHICH WOULD BE ONE TO 10 MAXIMUM SLOPE. EXCEPTIONS ARE PROVIDED FOR RAMPS LOCATED AT MID BLOCK CROSSINGS THAT PERMIT THE CROSS SLOPE OF THE RAMP OR LANDING TO BE GREATER THAN 1 TO 48 SO THAT THE RAMP CAN TRANSITION SMOOTHLY TO THE STREET CROSSING, OTHERWISE, SOMETIMES IF YOU HAVE GOT A STEEPER GRADE ON A STREET AND YOU TRY TO DO A MID BLOCK CROSSING, YOU END UP WITH A WARPED TRANSITION FROM THE RAMP TO THE ROAD, WHICH IS PROBLEMATIC FOR WHEELCHAIR MANEUVERING. SO, THE DRAFT INCLUDES THAT REQUIREMENT OR EXCEPTION FOR RAMPS LOCATED IN MID BLOCK CROSSINGS. PARALLEL CURB RAMPS WHICH ARE 2 RUNNING IN THE SAME DIRECTION OF THE SIDEWALK. THE BOTTOM LANDING USUALLY SERVES AS THE CONNECTION TO THE STREET CROSSING. CRITERIA ADDRESS THE RUNNING SLOPE, AGAIN, ONE TO 12 MAXIMUM WITH A 1 TO 48 MAXIMUM CROSS SLOPE, LEVEL LANDINGS AT THE BOTTOM. WHICH SHOULD BE AT LEAST A 48 BY 48 LANDING AT THE BOTTOM, AND BARRIERS AT DROP OFFS. WHERE PARALLEL CURB RAMPS DO NOT STAND THE FULL WIDTH OF A SIDEWALK, A BARRIER IS REQUIRED ALONG THE DROP OFF CREATED BY THE RAMP TO PREVENT TRIPPING HAZARDS. NOW BLENDED TRANSITIONS ARE ANOTHER TREATMENT FOR A STREET CORNER, WHERE YOU HAVEN'T GOT ROOM FOR A CURB RAMP THAT IS A PERPENDIICULAR CURB RAMP ON EITHER SIDE OF THE CORNER OR DIAGIONAL. THE BLENED TRANSITION CAN BE A POSSIBLE FIX. THE BLENDED TRANSITIONS ARE TO HAVE SLOPES PARALLEL TO THE CURB NO GREATER THAN ONE TO 48. THAT IS SPEAKING OF WHERE YOU HAVE DROPPED THE WHOLE CORNER DOWN TO THE STREET LEVEL. AND THEN, OF COURSE, THE ONLY THING YOU HAVE WATCH OUT FOR IS THE TRUCKS THAT ARE CROSSING THE CORNER TOO TIGHT AND RUNNING OVER PEOPLE USING WHEELCHAIRS THAT ARE SITTING WAITING TO CROSS THE STREET. BUT THE TRANSITIONS DOWN TO THAT BLENDED TRANSITION ARE DONE WITH PARALLEL CURB RAMPS DOWN TO THE BLENDED TRANSITION MOST OF THE TIME SO YOUR REQUIREMENTS FOR THE CURB RAMPS WOULD STILL BE ONE TO 12, ONE TO 48, AND THAT FLAT AREA HAS TO ALL BE WITHIN TWO PERCENT WITH DETECTABLE WARNINGS ON ALL OF THESE, WHICH I WILL TALK ABOUT IN JUST A MINUTE. COMMON ELEMENTS, THAT I WAS JUST TALKING ABOUT, ENCOMPASS DETECTABLE WARNINGS, AS WELL AS A FEW OTHER THINGS WHICH I WANT TO GO OVER QUICKLY. CURB RAMPS AND BLENDED TRANSITION WOULD BE SUBJECT TO REQUIREMENTS FOR THE MINIMUM CLEAR WIDTH OF 48 INCHES THAT WE DISCUSSED. DETECTABLE WARNINGS, SURFACES, GRADE BREAKS, CHANGES IN LEVEL, COUNTER SLOPES AND CLEAR SPACE. DETECTABLE WARNINGS PROVIDE A DISTINCTIVE SURFACE OF TRUNCATED DOME DETECTABLE BY CANE OR UNDERFOOT TO ALERT PEOPLE WITH VISION IMPAIRMENTS OF THE TRANSITION TO VEHICULAR WAYS. THESE WARNINGS COMPENSATE FOR THE SLOPES OF RAMPS WHICH REMOVE A CURB PROVIDED BY CURB FACES SO WHERE YOU HAVE GOT THE CURB RUNNING DOWN TO THE STREET INTO A CURB RAMP, YOU NEED TO HAVE A DETECTABLE WARNING SO THAT SOMEBODY USING A CANE OR NAVIGATING THE ENVIRONMENT USING MORE OF A TOUCH IN THEIR APPROACH WOULD DETECT THE DIFFERENCE AND DETECT THAT EDGE OF THAT CURB RAMP WHERE IT MEETS THE STREET, BEFORE THEY ARE IN THE STREET.  IT IS THE WHOLE REASON FOR YOUR DETECTABLE WARNINGS. THIS REQUIREMENT WAS TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED DUE TO CONCERNS RAISED ABOUT THE SPECIFICATIONS. THIS WAS BACK IN '91 WHEN THEY FIRST CAME OUT. THE AVAILABILITY OF COMPLING PRODUCTS, MAINTENANCE, USEFULNESS, SAFETY AND THE NEED FOR FURTHER STUDY, WERE ALL REASONS BEHIND THE SUSPENTION. THAT EXPIRED IN JULY OF 2001. SO ACCORDINGLY, TECHNICALLY, THE WARNINGS HAVE BEEN REQUIRED SINCE THE SUSPENSION RAN OUT. THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE CONSIDERED THE ISSUES AT LENGTH AND RECOMMENDED THAT THE DRAFT GUIDELINES REQUIRE DETECTABLE WARNINGS ACCORDING TO REVISED SPECIFICATIONS. THE BOARD AGREES AND INCLUDED A REQUIREMENT FOR DETECTABLE WARNING SURFACE THAT IS TWO FEET DEEP WHERE THE RAMP LANDING FOR BLENDED TRANSITION CONNECTS TO A CROSSWALK. THEY WOULD BE REQUIRED TO EXPAND THE ENTIRE AREA WHERE THE CURB DROP-OFF IS PRESENT. THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE DELIBERATED ON WHETHER TO REQUIRE WARNINGS AT ALL CURB RAMPS AND BLENDED TRANSITIONS OR ONLY THOSE THAT WERE THE LEAST DISTINGUISHABLE. ONE ORGANIZATION REPRESENTED ON THE COMMITTEE SUGGESTED THAT DETECTABLE WARNINGS BE REQUIRED ONLY WHERE THE RAMP SLOPE WAS ONE TO 15 OR LESS, MAKING IT UNDETECTABLE WITHOUT THE DETECTABLE WARNINGS. THE BOARD SEEKS COMMENT ON
THIS ISSUE, AS WELL AS ANY RESEARCH THAT SUPPORTS SLOPES OF ONE TO 15 OR STEEPER BEING SUFFICIENTLY DETECTABLE BY PEOPLE WITH VISION IMPAIRMENTS. THAT IS SOMETHING THEY ARE SPECIFICALLY LOOKING FOR COMMENTS ON. OTHER REQUIREMENTS FOR CURB RAMPS AND BLENDED TRANSITIONS INCLUDE
SURFACE FIRMNESS, STABILITY AND SLIP RESISTANCE, THE PROHIBITION OF STORM DRAINS WITHIN THE CURB RAMP. THEY PROHIBIT GRADE BREAKS ON RAMP RUNS, BLENDED TRANSITIONS OR LANDINGS. THEY REQUIRE A FLUSH TRANSITION, WHICH HAS BEEN REQUIRED, BUT IN SOME STATES, THEY HAD DIFFERING REQUIREMENTS, FOR INSTANCE, SAN FRANCISCO HAD A QUARTER INCH REQUIREMENT ON THEIR CURB RAMPS AT THE EDGE OF THE RAMP CREATING A LIP WHERE IT MEETS THE STREET. ANY LIP THERE -- ANYTHING OTHER THAN A NICE SMOOTH TRANSITION, STANDS THE CHANCE OF MAKING A WHEELCHAIR STOP IN ITS TRACKS BECAUSE THE FOOTBOARDS HIT OR THE WHEELS GET SPUN SIDEWAYS IF IT HITS AN EDGE. THAT CREATES A DANGEROUS SITUATION. WE MADE SURE THAT A FLUSH TRANSITION WAS THE REQUIREMENT AND RESTATED IN THIS DRAFT. THEY LIMIT THE COUNTER SLOPE OF THE GUTTER AREA OR THE STREET AT THE FOOT OF THE CURB RAMP, THE TRANSITION TO BE ONE TO 20 MAXIMUM. THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE HAD RECOMMENDED THAT THE SUM OF THE SLOPE OF THE RAMP AND GUTTER OR STREET, BE 11 PERCENT OR LESS, BUT THE BOARD SAID LET'S JUST STICK TO THE 1 TO 20 ACCORDING TO ADAAG BECAUSE IT WILL BE EASIER TO ENFORCE AND UNDERSTAND. I WILL HAVE TO AGREE WITH THE BOARD THERE. THERE IS A REQUIREMENT FOR CLEAR SPACE, AT LEAST 48 BY 48, LOCATED BEYOND THE CURB LINE AND WHOLLY WITHIN THE CROSSWALK AND OUT OF THE PARALLEL TRAFFIC LANE SO YOU HAVE A SPACE AS SOON AS YOU ARE AT THE BOTTOM OF THE CURB RAMP, AS WELL AS AT THE TOP. PEDESTRIAN SIGNS: REALLY THE PROVISIONS THAT ARE INCLUDED IN ADAAG WOULD CARRY OVER PRETTY MUCH TO THE PEDESTRIAN SIGNS. THE SECTION IN ADAAG IS 703.5. IT COVERS FINISH, CONTRAST, STYLE, THE PORPORTIONS, AND HEIGHT OF THE CHARACTERS, THE SIGN HEIGHT, STROKE THICKNESS AND THE CHARACTER AND LINE SPACING. SO YOU DO HAVE SOME REQUIREMENTS FOR ACCESSIBILITY IN YOUR SIGNAGE. A LOT OF IT PERTAINS TO DIRECTIONAL SIGNS. THERE IS SOME ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING INFORMATION IN BUS STOPS, SHELTERS, THERE WOULD BE SOME RETIREMENT THERE FOR PROVIDING INFORMATION IN RAISED AND BRAILLE CHARACTERS ACCORDING TO ADAAG. AN EXCEPTION PERMITS CERTAIN TYPES OF AUDIBLE SIGNS TO BE USED AS A SUBSTITUTE FOR TACTILE SIGNAGE AT THOSE SHELTERS. WITH INFORMATION AND SIGNS AND WARNING SIGNS, AGAIN, IT WILL FALL BACK TO ADAAG'S SPECIFICATIONS REQUIRING LEGIBILITY, LIGHT ON DARK OR DARK ON LIGHT, THE SAME KIND OF REQUIREMENTS THAT ARE PROVIDED FOR DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE WITHIN ADAAG WOULD APPLY HERE. PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS, CROSSWALKS, THEY ARE GOING TO BE CHANGING TO THE DRAFT REQUIRES AT LEASE 96 INCH WIDE CROSSWALKS, WHICH IS A BIT OF A CHANGE FROM THE -- WHAT IS CURRENTLY FROM THE MUTCD, CURRENTLY THEY ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE A 72 INCH WIDE MINIMUM CROSSWALK. THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED THE EXTRA WIDTH IN AN ENVIRONMENT THAT DEMANDS RAPID CROSSING TIME. IT IS IMPORTANT -- YOU NEED QUICK AND EASY PASSING WITHOUT DELAYS CLEARANCE OF THE SIDEWALK IN THE TIME THAT WE ARE GIVEN AS A CROSSING TIME. SO THAT IT WAS IMPORTANT TO THE COMMITTEE WE PUT INTO THE DRAFT THAT WOULD INCREASE TO A WIDTH OF 96 INCHES, AND THAT IS HOPEFULLY GOING TO GO THROUGH. THE CROSS SLOPE KIND OF LINING YOUR ACCESSIBLE PEDESTRIAN ROUTE, TWO PERCENT CROSS SLOPE. THE SPECIFICATION WOULD REQUIRE REDUCTION OF THE GRADES TO TWO PERCENT AT INTERSECTION CROSSWALKS SO YOU ARE GOING TO KIND OF BY THE NATURE OF THOSE REQUIREMENTS FORM TABLED AREAS IN NEW CONSTRUCTION AT INTERSECTIONS WHERE YOU HAVE SLOPED STREETS APPROACHING THE INTERSECTION. AND I REFERRED JUST BEFORE TO THE TIME IT TAKES TO GET FROM ONE SIDE OF THE STREET TO THE OTHER, WHICH IS YOUR PEDESTRIAN SIGNAL PHASE TIMING. HOW LONG AM I GOING TO LET THAT -- HOW LONG AM I GOING TO SET THAT WALK SIGN FOR SO THAT IT STAYS ON SO THAT I CAN GET ACROSS THE STREET IN A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF TIME BEFORE IT STARTS FLASHING WAIT AND THE CARS START RUNNING ME OVER? INDUSTRY PRACTICE GENERALLY RECOMMENDS CALCULATIONS THAT ARE BASED ON A RANGE FROM THREE AND A HALF TO FOUR FEET PER SECOND THE PERSON IS TRAVELING. THAT IS THE WALKING SPEED. BUT, PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES GENERALLY, THE WALKING SPEED, IT SLOWS DOWN, THE SPEED YOU SHOULD BE USING FOR ALL THESE CALCULATIONS, SO THEY RECOMMENDED USING A CROSSING SPEED OF THREE AND A HALF FEET PER SECOND OR LESS. THE BOARD BACKED US UP AND THEN SOME ON THAT. THE BOARD BELIEVES THAT A RATE OF THREE FEET PER SECOND WILL ACCOMMODATE A BROADER RANGE OF PEDESTRIANS AND OFFER GREATER ACCESS TO THAT IS WHAT YOU WILL FIND FROM THE DRAFT GUIDELINES. DRAFT GUIDELINES WOULD ALSO REQUIRE THAT MEDIANS AND PEDESTRIAN REFUGE ISLANDS, THOSE SPACES IN THE MIDDLE OF A STREET SO WHEN YOU ARE CROSSING, IT HAS HAPPENED TO ME SO MANY TIMES, THE SIGNAL CHANGES AS I’M IN THE MIDDLE OF CROSSING THE STREET-THANK GOODNESS FOR THIS PEDESTRIAN REFUGE ISLAND- IT IS BASICALLY A MEDIAN TO STAY ON WHILE WE GO THROUGH A CYCLE OF THE LIGHTS AND I START THE SECOND LEG, IF YOU WILL, ON CROSSING THE STREET FROM THERE IN SAFETY. WHERE PROVIDED THESE ARE TO BE CUT THROUGH AT STREET LEVEL OR HAVE COMPLYING CURB RAMPS SO THAT A PEDESTRIAN ACCESS ROUTE IS MAINTAINED. ALSO, THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED THAT THE MEDIANS AND PEDESTRIAN REFUGE ISLANDS, THAT CUT THROUGH NEEDS TO BE ALIGNED, AT LEAST THE FIRST 24 INCHES OF IT SHOULD BE ALIGNED WITH THE ROUTE ACROSS TO THE OTHER CURB RAMP ON THE OTHER SIDE SO YOU ARE GETTING IN THAT DIRECTIONALITY AGAIN TO THE EQUATION SO WE ARE POINTING PEOPLE IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION BY FACING THAT LAST 24 INCHES OF THAT MEDIAN AND AIMING IT TOWARDS THE CUT ACROSS THE STREET. DO WE HAVE QUESTIONS ON WHAT WE HAVE COVERED SO FAR AS FAR AS THE INFORMATION I JUST DID?

>> OPERATOR: AGAIN, IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO ASK A QUESTION, PLEASE PRESS THE STAR KEY FOLLOWED BY THE 1 KEY ON YOUR TOUCH TONE PHONE NOW.

>> RACHEL: WE WILL GIVE PEOPLE A MINUTE TO QUEUE UP AND TO SEND IN THEIR EMAIL QUESTIONS. I'VE GOT A COUPLE OFTHEM HERE, BUT LET ME JUST PAUSE FOR A MINUTE AND GIVE PEOPLE A MINUTE TO CATCH UP.

>> MARK: THIS IS LIKE LIVE RADIO WITH POP QUIZZES. I WANTED TO GIVE RACHEL A TAMBOREEN TO HIT IN BETWEEN THESE PERIODS BUT SHE WOULDN'T DO IT.

>> RACHEL: I HAVE A QUESTION SPECIFICALLY ABOUT DETECTABLE WARNINGS. LOOKING FOR CONFIRMATION. DID YOU SAY THAT DETECTABLE WARNINGS ARE NOW REQUIRED? IF SO, CAN YOU GIVE SOME SPECIFICS ABOUT WHERE TO FIND THE GUIDANCE ON DETECTABLE WARNINGS?

>> MARK: YES. WE WILL TALK ABOUT DETECTABLE WARNINGS IN JUST A SHORT AMOUNT OF TIME BECAUSE IT FALLS LATER IN THE DRAFT GUIDELINES. I'M GOING TO TELL THEM ABOUT THE SPACING, THE PATTERN, ALL OF THAT IN JUST A FEW MINUTES.

>> RACHEL: OKAY.

>> MARK: STAY TUNED. FILM AT ELEVEN.

>> RACHEL: ANOTHER QUESTION IS AN ISSUE I COMMONLY RUN INTO WHERE YOU HAVE MAIN STREET TYPE AREAS WITH RAISED SIDEWALKS, AND AT TIMES THREE PLUS FEET ABOVE STREET SURFACE, AND THE SIDEWALKS ARE IN FRONT OF STORE FRONTS. SO THE QUESTION IS: WHAT DO I ADVISE FOR PROVIDING HAZARD FREE ACCESS TO THE SIDEWALK? TAKE IT AWAY, MARK.

>> MARK: WOW, I JUST HUNG UP ON WHOEVER THAT WAS. REPEAT THE LAST PART OF THAT QUESTION

>> RACHEL: I WILL REPEAT THE WHOLE QUESTION. YOU HAVE GOT THREE-FOOT HIGH SIDEWALKS, AND SO THE SIDEWALKS ARE IN FRONT OF STOREFRONTS.

>> MARK: OKAY. THAT'S HOW THEY GOT TO BE THREE FEET HIGH

>> RACHEL: BUT THE ROAD IS BASICALLY THREE FEET DOWN FROM WHERE YOU ENTER THE STORE.

>> MARK: OKAY.

>> RACHEL: IF I UNDERSTAND IT CORRECTLY

>> MARK: HOW DO THEY DEAL WITH THAT?

>> RACHEL: RIGHT. IT SOUNDS LIKE HOW DO THEY ADVISE SO THAT YOU CAN GET PEDESTRIANS ON TO THE SIDEWALK FROM THE STREET.

>> MARK: RIGHT. WHAT IS GOING TO HAPPEN IN A SCENARIO LIKE THAT, WHICH IS A BAD SCENARIO, AND WE DO HAVE IT IN MANY PLACES IN THE COUNTRY, IT ACTUALLY HAPPENED IN A BIG WAY IN NEW MEXICO. I WAS WORKING WITH THE HIGHWAY FOLKS THERE IN A TOWN CALLED TRUTH OR CONSEQUENCES AND, REALLY TRUTH AND CONSEQUENCES, AND IN THAT TOWN, THEY TRIED TO DO THAT WHERE THEY WERE REDOING THE SIDEWALKS AND THEY TRIED TO RAISE THEM TO THE LEVEL OF THE STORES, BUT IT WAS REALLY BAD THERE, BUT THE STORES, SOME OF THEM HAD ONE STEP, ONE HAD THREE STEPS, TWO STEPS, IT WAS ALL MIXED UP. THEY POURED THE SIDEWALK SO IT WOULD MEET THE STORES BUT IT ENDED UP LOOKING LIKE THIS OCEAN WITH THE SIDEWALK GOING UP AND DOWN, UP AND DOWN, IN FACT, IN SOME SECTIONS WHERE THEY HAD TO GO HIGHER, IT WAS AS HIGH AS 22 INCHES OFF OF THE STREET SO WHEN YOU TRIED TO PARALLEL PARK NEXT TO IT, YOU COULDN’T OPEN YOUR CAR DOOR BECAUSE THE DOOR WOULD BANG AGAINST THE CURB. SO IT WAS A MAJOR PROBLEM. THAT IS THE KIND OF PROBLEM YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT HERE. ON STREETS WHERE THAT IS AN EXISTING FEATURE, AGAIN, THESE GUIDELINES ARE APPLYING TO NEW CONSTRUCTION AND ALTERATIONS AND
ALTERATIONS YOU ARE GOING TO TRY TO BLEND THE TRANSITION FROM NEW TO OLD AS BEST YOU CAN. ON THAT PARTICULAR SCENARIO, WHAT I WOULD PROBABLY DO IS SUGGEST THAT THE CALLER EMAILS ME TO GIVE ME YOUR SPECIFICS, BUT I’M GUESSING WHAT I’M GOING TO TELL YOU TO DO IS, AS I TALK ABOUT PARKING, ONE OF THE SETUPS FOR ACCESSIBLE PARKING ALONG THE STREET THAT IS IN THE DRAFT GUIDELINES IS WHERE YOU CAN'T PROVIDE AN ACCESS AISLE IN THE SIDEWALK ITSELF NEXT TO A PARALLEL PARKING PLACE, YOU WOULD PLACE YOUR PARKING AT LEAST ONE FOR EVERY BLOCK FACE AND POSITION THE PARKING DOWN TOWARD THE CORNER WHERE THE CURB RAMP WOULD BE SO YOU WOULD GET OUT OF YOUR CAR AND GO TOWARDS THE CURB RAMP AND UP ON TO THE SIDEWALK. IN THEIR SCENARIO, WHERE THEY HAVE A THREE FOOT HIGH SIDEWALK, ITS GOING TO TAKE A WICKED CURB RAMP DESIGN OR RAMP AT THAT CORNER TO GET THE PERSON UP TO THE STORE LEVELS. BUT WHAT I WOULD REALLY RECOMMEND IS THE PERSON PICK UP A COPY OF THAT GUIDELINE, ACCESSIBLE RIGHTS OF WAY, A DESIGN GUIDE IS WHAT IT IS CALLED. IT WAS PUBLISHED IN NOVEMBER OF '99. HE OR SHE CAN STILL
GET IT FROM THE ACCESS BOARD. THAT TALKS ABOUT THOSE SPECIFIC KINDS OF SITUATIONS, AS WELL AS RUNNING THE SIDEWALK AT ONE LEVEL FOR THE STREET, AND ANOTHER LEVEL FOR THE STORES. AND HAVING A RAMP GOING FROM LEVEL TO LEVEL WITH LIKE A NICE PLANTER TO GO ALONG SIDE IT AND DRESS UP THE
SIDEWALK. THAT IS ONE WAY. THAT YOU CAN ONLY DO IF YOU HAVE ENOUGH SET BACK WITH THE STORES OFF THE STREET. AGAIN, IT REALLY DEPENDS ON THE EXACT SCENARIO THAT THE PERSON IS LOOKING AT. I WOULD ENCOURAGE THEM TO EMAIL ME AT ADAMARKD@AOL.COM AND GIVE ME MORE SPECIFICS AND I WILL TRY TO WORK IT OUT WITH THEM.

>> RACHEL: GREAT. JUST TO LET EVERYBODY KNOW, THE DOCUMENT THAT MARK KEEPS REFERRING TO, AS WELL AS THE COUPLE ADDITIONAL ONES HE MENTIONED EARLIER ON, ARE ALL ON THE ACCESS BOARD WEB SITE. IF ANYBODY HAS TROUBLE FINDING THEM, YOU CAN EMAIL ME AND I WILL SEND YOU THE LINK DIRECTLY TO
THE DOCUMENTS. SO THEY ARE ACCESSIBLE TO EVERYBODY.

>> RACHEL: AMY, WERE THERE ANY CALLERS IN LINE?

>> OPERATOR: YES, MA'AM. OUR FIRST QUESTION COMES FROM ROBERT

>> CALLER: THIS IS BOB. HOW IS EVERYBODY DOING?

>> MARK: HEY, BOB

>> CALLER: DID I UNDERSTAND YOU TO SAY THAT THE CURB RAMP, TO ESTABLISH A STANDARD SIX INCH CURB WILL HAVE TO HAVE A 48 BY 48 FLAT LANDING PAD BEFORE YOU EVEN GO INTO THE ROAD WAY ITSELF, IN OTHER WORDS, A TEN FOOT OVERALL LENGTH, LET'S SAY?

>> MARK: THE MANEUVERING SPACE IS GOING TO BE REQUIRED AT THE TOP SO THAT YOU CAN ACCESS PEDESTRIAN SIGNALS AND THINGS LIKE THAT. THIS IS IN NEW CONSTRUCTION, AGAIN, SO WE ARE GOING TO HAVE THAT SET BACK WE NEEDED. A LOT OF THIS IS NOT GOING TO BE ABLE TO BE PULLED OFF IN AN EXISTING ENVIRNOMENT AT ALL

>> CALLER: I’M SAYING IN NEW CONSTRUCTION. DO WE GO DOWN SIX INCHES IN LENGTH TO ACCOMPLISH A 6 INCH RISE AND FALL? WE HAVE TO BE FLAT FOR 48 INCHES?

>> MARK: NO. THE STREET COUNTS AS THE 48 INCHES. THAT WOULD FALL WITHIN THE PROTECTED AREA. THAT IS NOT REALLY PROTECTED. BUT THAT IS – THE STREET COUNTS ON THAT. BUT IT HAS TO BE WITHIN THE PROTECTED LINES OF THE CROSSWALK. YOU DON'T HAVE TO DO A PLATFORM, THEN A CURB RAMP, THEN A PLATFORM. THEY ARE CONSIDERING THAT AREA AT THE BOTTOM OF THE RAMP IS WHERE YOU WANT TO HAVE THAT 48 INCH SQUARE WITHIN THE CROSSWALK

>> CALLER: WE STILL WANT TO BE CAREFUL OF THE COUNTER SLOPE YOU TALK ABOUT WHICH CAN BE A VERY BIG PROBLEM

>> MARK: YOU ARE GOING TO RUN INTO THAT -- ON MID WALK CROSSINGS, IT IS REALLY TOUGH

>> CALLER: THANK YOU.

>> MARK: YES, SIR

>> OPERATOR: THERE ARE NO MORE QUESTIONS AT THIS TIME.

>> MARK: OKAY. LET'S SEE. LET ME GET ORGANIZED HERE AS WE GO THROUGH THIS LAST PART AND MAKE SURE I HIT ON THE THINGS THAT ARE REALLY IMPORTANT TO ME OR TO US FOR YOU ALL TO COMMENT ON. PEDESTRIAN OVERPASSES AND UNDERPASSES, THE BIG NEWS THERE IS THE OVERPASSES AND UNDERPASSES COMMONLY SPAN A SIGNIFICANT ELEVATION CHANGE GOING OVER A ROAD OR WHATEVER THEY ARE GOING OVER OR UNDER. AND ACCESS IS REQUIRED FOR PEDESTRIAN ACCESS OR WHERE YOU ARE PROVIDING PEDESTRIAN ACCESS, IT HAS TO BE ACCESSIBLE. LENGTHY RAMPS OFTEN ARE UNUSEABLE OR INPRACTICAL, DUE TO THE AMOUNT OF RIGHT OF WAY SPACE THEY REQUIRE. HOW LONG A RAMP IS TOO LONG? SO, I MEAN, THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED THAT AN ELEVATION CHANGE OF 60 INCHES BE THE CUTOFF. AND SO CONSISTENT WITH THIS RECOMMENDATION, THE DRAFT GUIDELINES WOULD REQUIRE ELEVATOR ACCESS WHERE THE RISE OF A RAMP APPROACH EXCEEDS 60 INCHES. NOW THE BOARD IS SEEKING COMMENT ON WHETHER THIS IS AN APPROPRIATE TRIGGER FOR ELEVATOR ACCESS OR NOT. THE REQUIREMENT REFERENCES ADAAG SPECIFICATIONS FOR EITHER STANDARD PASSENGER ELEVATOR UNDER SECTION 407 AND LIMITED USE, LIMITED APPLICATION ELEVATORS, WHICH ARE COVERED IN SECTION 408
THEY ARE USUALLY SMALLER, SLOWER, AND ARE TYPICALLY USED FOR LOW TRAFFIC, LOW RIDE INSTALL LACINGS, BUT THEY ARE AN OPTION ON THIS. THE ELEVATOR REQUIREMENTS ARE BASICALLY GOING TO BE WHAT YOU SEE IN ADAAG. THAT IS A QUESTION THE BOARD WOULD LIKE SOME INPUT ON. AT PEDESTRIAN OVERPASSES, HOW HIGH AN ELEVATION, WHERE DO WE CALL THAT TRIGGER? RIGHT NOW WE ARE SUGGESTING 60 INCHES. IF IT IS HIGHER THAN 60 INCHES, VERTICLE ACCESS BY AN ELEVATOR IS REQUIRED. ROUNDABOUTS I TOUCHED ON THEM EARLIER JUST VAGUELY. THEY ARE A GROWING TREND IN ROADWAY DESIGN. THEY PROVIDE A CONTINUOUS FLOW ENTERING TRAFFIC YIELDS TO VEHICLES ALREADY FROM THE CIRCLE. PERSONALLY I GET SCARED GOING INTO THEM IN WASHINGTON, IT IS LIKE A DERBY, DESTRUCTION DERBY, I THINK, A FREE FOR ALL, BECAUSE CROSSING AT A ROUNDABOUT REQUIRES A PEDESTRIAN TO VISUALLY SELECT A SAFE GAP BETWEEN CARS THAT MAY NOT STOP. ACCESSIBILITY HAS BEEN PROBLEMATIC. THE ROUNDABOUT JUST DOES NOT LEND ITSELF TO ACCESSIBILITY FOR PEDESTRIANS WHO HAVE VISUAL OR VISION DISABILITIES. TO PROVIDE SAFER CROSSING AT ROUNDABOUTS, THE DRAFT GUIDELINES WOULD REQUIRE PEDESTRIAN ACTIVATED CROSSING SIGNALS AT EACH ROUNDABOUT CROSSWALK, INCLUDING THOSE AT SPLITTER ISLANDS. BEFORE EVERYBODY STARTS FREAKING OUT, THOSE WHO ARE WORKING WITH ROUNDABOUTS, SAYING, DERRY, WHAT ARE YOU DOING? YOU ARE FOOLING WITH OUR GOOD ROUNDABOUT THING HERE, WE ARE TALKING ABOUT SIGNALS NOT ON ALL THE TIME. THEY ARE PEDESTRIAN ACTIVATED. THE BOARD IS NOT AWARE OF ALTERNATIVES THAT WOULD ALLOW SAFE PASSAGE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES, ASIDE FROM ACCESSIBILITY- THEY USE SCENARIO OF PEDESTRIAN USE IS BEING QUESTIONED BY SOME IN THE INDUSTRY. SO REQUIRING A SIGNAL TO BE PEDESTRIAN ACTIVATED BY HELP LIMIT THE IMPACT ON TRAFFIC FLOW, BUT THE SIGNAL TECHNOLOGIES ARE AVAILABLE THAT CAN FURTHER MINIMIZE THE IMPACT, SUCH AS DEVICES THAT HALT TRAFFIC ONLY WHILE A PEDESTRIAN IS IN THE CROSSWALK, AND SO THE BOARD SEEKS INFORMATION ON ALTERNATIVE DESIGN STRATEGIES AND AVAILABLE TECHNOLOGIES TO DEAL WITH ACCESS AT THESE ROUNDABOUTS. ALSO INCLUDED IN THE DRAFT GUIDELINES ARE BARRIERS TO PREVENT BLIND PERSONS FROM INADVERTENTLY CROSSING A ROUNDABOUT ROADWAY IN UNSAFE LOCATIONS. THE DRAFT GUIDELINES WOULD REQUIRE A CONTINUOUS BARRIER ALONG THE STREET SIDE OF THE SIDEWALK WHERE THE PEDESTRIAN CROSSING IS PROHIBITED. AND BOTTOM RAIL ON THAT BARRIER SHOULD BE NO HIGHER THAN 15 INCHES, BY REQUIRING THAT DIMENSION, IT SHOULD ALLOW THE USE OF STANDARD ROAD SIDE GUARD RAIL WHILE PROVIDING SUFFICIENT CANE DETECTABILITY. THOSE ARE THE IDEAS IN THE DRAFT OR REQUIREMENTS IN THE DRAFT. WE WILL SEE WHAT THE COMMENTS ARE, BUT THE BOARD IS SEEKING INFORMATION, IF ANYBODY HAS GOT ALTERNATIVE DESIGN STRATEGIES, THEY WANT TO HEAR IT. IT GOES FOR TURN LANES AND SLIP LANES AT INTERSECTIONS, AS WELL. AND WE ARE LOOKING ALSO AT, OR THE DRAFT REFERENCES ACCESSIBLE SYSTEMS. THE ACCESSIBLE PEDESTRIAN SIGNAL SYSTEMS ARE HIGHLIGHTED IN THAT DOCUMENT THAT I RECOMMENDED EVERYBODY GET FROM THE ACCESS BOARD ON ACCESSIBLE PEDESTRIAN SIGNALS, AND TO INCLUDE THE DIFFERENT MANUFACTURERS, TYPES OF MANUFACTURERS THAT THERE ARE. I LEARNED AN AWFUL LOT BY SERVING ON THIS COMMITTEE ABOUT ACCESSIBLE PEDESTRIAN SIGNALS. THE DRAFT GUIDELINES WOULD REQUIRE PEDESTRIAN SIGNAL SYSTEMS WHERE PROVIDED. NOW, AGAIN, I’M SAYING WHERE PROVIDED OVER AND OVER HERE-TO PROVIDE BOTH AUDIBLE AND VIBRATING INDICATIONS OF THE WALK INTERVAL. TYPICALLY A SMALL BOX WITH A DIRECTIONAL ARROW OMITS AN AUDIBLE TONE OR VOICE MESSAGE AND VIBRATES WHEN THE WALK INTERVAL BEGINS. THE DRAFT GUIDELINES WOULD REQUIRE PUSH BUTTON, AGAIN, WHERE PROVIDED, TO BE EQUIPPED WITH A LOCATER TONE INTEGRATED INTO THE SIGNALING DEVICE TO INDICATE THE DEVICE IS NECESSARY AND TO IDENTIFY THE LOCATION OF THE PUSH BUTTON. AND THE BOARD IS PROPOSING TO REQUIRE THESE REQUIREMENTS WHERE THE SIGNALS ARE PROVIDED. THEY RECOMMENDED LIMITING THEIR APPLICATIONS ONLY WHERE CERTAIN TYPES OF SYSTEMS ARE PROVIDED SUCH AS THOSE THAT ARE PEDESTRIAN ACTIVATED. AND THE BOARD BELIEVES THAT ACCESS SHOULD BE REQUIRED AT ALL CROSSINGS EQUIPPED WITH  PEDESTRIAN SIGNALS SO IT IS CONSISTENT SO THAT A CONSISTENT LEVEL OF ACCESSIBILITY WITHIN A PEDESTRIAN NETWORK IS PROVIDED. AND SO THE -- THERE HAS BEEN THE PROJECT THAT THE BOARD SPONSORED THAT CAME UP WITH THE GUIDANCE, ACCESSIBLE PEDESTRIAN SIGNALS, THEY GO THROUGH THE INFORMATION ON SEVERAL DIFFERENT KINDS OF DEVICES ON THE MARKET, INCLUDING AUDIBLE, VIBRATING, RECEIVER BASED, INFARED, I WOULD ADVISE EVERYONE TO PICK UP THAT GUIDANCE FROM THE BOARD AS WELL JUST TO EDUCATE YOURSELF ON WHAT IS AVAILABLE. AN AUDIBLE, JUST SO EVERYBODY KNOWS, AUDIBLE SYSTEMS ARE NOW AVAILABLE THAT FEATURE DISCREET TONES WHICH ADJUST TO THE NOISE LEVEL. WHEN ANYBODY IS THINKING WHEN I TALK ABOUT THESE THINGS OF PRODUCTS THAT RAISED CONCERNS ABOUT NOISE POLLUTION IN THE PAST, THIS HAS GOTTEN A LOT BETTER. WE ARE NOT TALKING ABOUT THESE LOUD CHIRPING COOKOO BIRDS ANYMORE. THESE ARE TONES THAT ARE MORE DISCREET AND ADJUST THEMSELVES BY HOW MUCH NOISE IS GOING ON AROUND THEM. WE HAVE COME A LONG WAY ON PEDESTRIAN SIGNALING DEVICES. IT IS WORTH CHECKING INTO. THERE ARE OTHER REQUIREMENTS IN THE DRAFT CONCERNING PEDESTRIAN SIGNAL DEVICES. YOU SHOULD TAKE A LOOK AT THOSE. IT WILL ADDRESS PLACEMENT CLOSE TO THE CROSSWALK, MOUNTING LOCATIONS, CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TONES AND VOICE INDICATORS, OPERATING CHARACTERISTICS FOR THE PUSH BUTTON, AS WELL AS TACTILE AND VISUAL SIGNS THAT INDICATE THE CROSSWALK DIRECTION , THE STREET NAMES AND THE CROSSWALK CONFIGURATION, ALL OF THAT IS COVERED IN THE DRAFT. MOVING ALONG THROUGH THE DRAFT, STREET FURNITURE, THE DRAFT GUIDELINES PROVIDE REQUIREMENTS FOR STREET FURNITURE MADE AVAILABLE FOR PEDESTRIAN USE, INCLUDING DRINKING FOUNTAINS, PUBLIC PHONES, TOILET FACILITIES, TABLES AND BENCHES GUIDELINES WOULD NOT REQUIRE PROVISION OF STREET FURNITURE. ITS WHERE FURNITURE IS PROVIDED FOR THE PEDESTRIAN USE. ACCESS WOULD NOT BE USED TO ELEMENTS THAT DO NOT SERVE PEDESTRIANS -- SUCH AS UTILITY POLES, FIRE HYDRANTS AND SIGNAL TRANSFORMERS. SOME OF THE TYPES OF FURNITURE ADDRESSED IN THIS SECTION ARE COVERED IN ADAAG, AS FAR AS YOUR GENERAL REQUIREMENTS. DO LOOK AT THE REQUIREMENTS IN THE NEW ADAAG REGARDING BENCHES. I NOTICED THERE ARE SOME DIFFERENCES IN THE NEW REQUIREMENTS. FLOOR SPACE VERY SIMILAR TO WHAT IS REQUIRED IN ADAAG IF YOU HAVE STREET FURNITURE, WE ARE LOOKING FOR THAT 30 BY 48 INCH MINIMUM AREA TO ACCESS STREET FURNITURE, AS WELL AS SURFACING, KNEE AND TOE CLEARANCES, APPROACH AND MANEUVER CLEARANCES.  DRINKING FOUNTAINS, WE WILL RELY AND GO BACK ON THE ADAAG REQUIREMENTS AND IN THE NEW ADAAG SECTION 602, THEY COVER ACCESS FOR PEOPLE WHO USE WHEELCHAIRS AND ACCESS FOR STANDING PERSONS WHO MAY HAVE DIFFICULTY BENDING OR STOOPING. THE DRAFT GUIDELINES WOULD APPLY THESE REQUIREMENTS FOR DUEL ACCESS TO EACH INSTALLATION IN THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY. YOU CAN ACHIEVE THIS BY PROVIDING EITHER TWO UNITS OR ONE OF THE HIGH-LOW TYPE UNITS AT A LOCATION. PUBLIC TELEPHONES, ADAAG SECTION 704 WILL BE REFERENCED AND I WOULD LOOK AT THE NEW ADAAG REVISION BECAUSE IT IS INCREASING ACCESSIBLE AT PUBLIC TELEPHONES WHERE THERE ARE SINGLE INSTALLATIONS, THE DRAFT GUIDELINES WOULD REQUIRE PUBLIC TELEPHONES TO PROVIDE WHEELCHAIR ACCESS AND T. T. Y. ACCESS AND WHERE THERE IS A BANK OF TELEPHONES, THE REQUIREMENTS WOULD BE -- SHOULD BE -- MUST BE MET BY AT LEAST TWO DIFFERENT PHONES. I WOULD CHECK INTO THE PHONE REQUIREMENTS AS THEY HAVE GOTTEN A BIT MORE STRINGENT WITH THE ADAAG REVISION. PUBLIC TOILET FACILITIES, WHEN WE WERE IN SAN FRANCISCO, WE SAW SOME BEAUTIES. THERE IS THIS TOILET FACILITY. YOU PUT A QUARTER IN, THE DOOR OPENS WITH THIS MODULAR ARM WITH THIS BEAUTIFUL ACCESSIBLE BATHROOM FROM IT. IT HAS A TOILET AND A SINK, THE DOOR CLOSES BEHIND YOU, YOU DO EVERYTHING AND COME BACK OUT, IT IS A WONDERFUL THING. THEY HAD TO MOVE THEM AROUND BECAUSE SOME OF THE PROSTITUTES WERE USING THEM AS THEIR OFFICE SO LOCATION HAS BEEN A CONCERN, BUT THE TOILETS HAVE BEEN GREAT. WHERE YOUR SINGLE USER FACILITIES ARE PROVIDED AND THEY ARE CLUSTERED IN A SINGLE LOCATION, SIMILAR TO THE REQUIREMENTS WE HAVE SEEN IN THE PAST FROM ADAAG, THE BOARD HAS CHOSEN FIVE PERCENT SPECIFICATION FOR ACCESSIBLE UNIT TO BE PROVIDED. THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE HAD RECOMMENDED A MINIMUM SCOPING OF 25 PERCENT OF THEM, SAYING A QUARTER OF THEM SHOULD BE ACCESSIBLE, BUT THE BOARD SAID FIVE PERCENT IS CONSISTENT WITH ADAAG. THAT IS WHAT WE WILL STICK WITH. THAT IS FOR THE ONES THAT ARE CLUSTERED. IF YOU HAVE A SINGLE FACILITY, IT WILL HAVE REQUIREMENTS COVERING, WATER CLOSETS, URINALS, TOILETTES, ALL OF THAT. SO LOOK AT THAT, AS WELL. TABLES, COUNTERS AND BENCHES, I TOUCHED ON BENCHES. CHECK OUT THE CHANGES IN ADAAG. AS IN ADAAG, THE DRAFT REQUIRES BENCHES TO BE 42 INCHES LONG MINIMUM. THE OLD REQUIREMENT WAS 48. 20 TO 24 INCHES WIDE AND HAVE AN END APPROACH. THAT IS KIND OF NEW. SO THAT IS SOMETHING TO TAKE A LOOK AT. WITH TABLES, AT LEAST FIVE PERCENT OF THE TABLES PROVIDED SHOULD MEET ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS IN ADAAG, AS WELL AS COUNTERS. THEY SHOULD MEET SURFACE HEIGHT REQUIREMENTS IN ADAAG. ANOTHER THING ON THE BENCHS IS YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO HAVE AN ARMREST ON AT LEAST ONE END. YOU ARE SUPPOSED TO HAVE THAT END APPROACH I JUST MENTIONED. THAT COULD GET TRICKY AS FAR AS MAKING SURE YOU HAVE BOTH THINGS AT THAT BENCH. DETECTABLE WARNING SURFACES, HERE IS THE INFORMATION WITH THE PERSON WITH THE QUESTION. ONE OF THE ISSUES WAS THE VIBRATION I TALKED ABOUT EARLIER. AND THE OLD DETECTABLE WARNINGS RAN ALL THE WAY UP THE CURB RAMP AND THEY WERE HARD TO GET THROUGH IF YOU WERE USING A WHEELCHAIR OR A WALKER, THE PRODUCTS WEREN'T AS AVAILABLE THEN IN 1991 AS THEY ARE NOW. SO THINGS HAVE COME A LONG WAY. PEDESTRIAN STREET CROSSINGS, INCLUDING CURB RAMPS, BLENDED TRANSITIONS, THE MEDIAN AND REFUGE ISLANDS, RAIL LINES, ARE ALL REQUIRED TO HAVE DETECTABLE WARNINGS FOR PERSONS WITH VISION RELATED DISABILITIES. AND THEY FEATURE A DISTINCTIVE PATTERN OF RAISED DOMES. THEY ARE WHAT WE ARE GOING WITH IN THE DRAFT. THEY PROVIDE A TACTILE QUEUE DETECTABLE BY CANE OR FOOT. THE BIG DIFFERENCE IN THE DETECTABLE WARNINGS IS NOW THOSE DOMES ARE ON AN IN LINE GRID BEFORE THEY WERE OPPOSED. THEY WERE ALL MIXED UP ON THE GRID SO YOU HAD TO GET THE VIBRATION ROLLING THROUGH THERE. NOW THEY ARE GOING TO BE IN AN IN LINE GRID SO THEY ARE ALL IN ROWS. THEY NEED TO BE SPACED FARTHER APART AND THERE IS A SMALLER COVERAGE AREA. WE ARE ONLY DOING A 24-INCH STRIP AT THE BOTTOM OF THE CURB RAMP OR AT THE PLATFORM AND I THINK IT IS 6 INCHES FROM THE STREET OR DROP-OFF ITSELF. THE BOARD BELIEVES THE REVISED SPECIFICATIONS WILL FURTHER MINIMIZE THE DISRUPTIONS OR HAZARDS TO WHEELCHAIR TRAFFIC. SO CHECK OUT THE NEW CRITERIA ON THAT. IT IS THERE. HOPEFULLY TO MAKE THESE MORE USEABLE AND BETTER DESIGNED. THERE ARE REQUIREMENTS IN THIS DRAFT REGARDING STAIRS AND TREAD DEPTH. ONE OF THE BIGGIES THAT HAS BEEN AROUND IS ADAAG AND NOW THIS DRAFT PROHIBITS OPEN RISERS ON STAIRS, AND THE GUIDELINES INCLUDE A NEW REQUIREMENT FOR CONTRASTING COLORS ACROSS THE NOSINGS OF STAIRS. THAT BECAME APPARENT FOR PERSONS WITH LOW VISION HAVING DIFFICULTY UNDER DIFFERENT LIGHTING CONDITIONS, THAT BECAME A REQUIREMENT OF STEPS AND THAT IS NEW AND PART OF THIS DRAFT. HANDRAILS ARE PRETTY CONSISTENT WITH THE ADAAG- IN THE NEW ADAAG AS FAR AS HEIGHT, CLEARANCE- AN INCH AND A HALF MINIMUM, IT ADDRESSES GRIPPING SURFACES. VERTICAL, THE SPECIFICATIONS WILL BE REFERENCED BY THE DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY. AGAIN, ELEVATORS AREN'T REQUIRED IN THESE GUIDELINES EXCEPT THAT THE CERTAIN PEDESTRIAN OVERPASSES AND UNDERPASSES WILL AN ELEVATION CHANGE GREATER THAN 60 INCHES. BUS STOPS VERY SIMILAR TO WHAT WE HAVE SEEN IN ADAAG. THE NEW ADAAG IT IS IN SECTION 810. THAT WILL COVER BOARDING AREAS, BUS SHELTERS, THEY ADDRESS SURFACING, DIMENSIONS, CONNECTIONS TO ACCESSIBLE ROUTES, AND BUS SHELTERS. THE DRAFT GUIDELINES WOULD APPLY THESE REQUIREMENTS TO BUS STOPS AND SHELTERS PROVIDED IN THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY. IT WILL BASICALLY BE REFERENCING ADAAG REQUIREMENTS. ON-STREET PARKING, PASSENGER LOADING ZONES AND CALL BOXES, IS WHAT I WILL WIND DOWN WITH. LET ME TALK ABOUT ON-STREET PARKING. THEN WE WILL OPEN IT UP FOR QUESTIONS. ON STREET PARKING IN THE PEDESTRIAN RIGHT OF WAY HAS BEEN FULL OF QUESTIONS. THE KEY ISSUE ADDRESSED FROM THE GUIDELINES IS HOW TO PROVIDE IT. CURRENT ADAAG SCOPING AND TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS ARE SPECIFIC TO PARKING LOTS AND FACILITIES ON SITES. WE HAVE HAD LOTS OF QUESTIONS OR THE BOARD HAS HAD LOTS OF QUESTIONS, MANY INQUIRIES ON HOW TO APPLY THE REQUIREMENTS THAT WE HAVE FOUND IN CURRENT ADAAG TO ON-STREET SPACES. THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED APPLYING ADAAG REQUIREMENTS THAT WERE CARRIED OVER INTO THE NEW ADAAG IN SECTION 208 FOR PARKING LOTS AND FACILITIES, WHICH USES A SLIDING SCALE, BASED ON THE TOTAL NUMBER OF SPACES PROVIDED, THAT LED TO CONFUSION. THE BOARD, IN BEING CONCERNED ABOUT THAT CONFUSION, BELIEVED THAT A NEW PROPOSED REQUIREMENT WOULD BE EASIER TO IMPLEMENT AND ENFORCE IF IT WERE SIMPLER.  THE DRAFT GUIDELINES WOULD REQUIRE ACCESS TO AT LEAST ONE PARKING SPACE ON EACH BLOCK SPACE. TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS ARE PROVIDED FOR PARALLEL AND OTHER SPACES, REQUIREMENTS ADDRESSING ADJOINING ACCESS AISLES AND SPACES, AND PARKING METERS WILL ALL BE FOUND IN THIS DRAFT. AN ACCESSIBLE PARALLEL SPACE AND ACCESS AISLE, WHICH MUST BE FLUSH WITH THE STREET CAN BE ACHIEVED LOWERING THE CURB LINE-- SINCE THE CURB INDENTATION TAKES PLACE FROM THE SIDEWALK, IT CAN ONLY BE PROVIDED WHERE THERE IS SUFFICIENT PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY, WHERE THE BUILDINGS AREN'T CROWDING THAT SIDEWALK. AN EXCEPTION IS PROVIDED THAT ALLOWS SPACES WITHOUT ACCESS AISLES WHERE THE AVAILABLE RIGHT OF WAY IS LESS THAN 168 INCHES WIDE. AND ITS ESCAPING ME WHERE WE GOT THAT NUMBER. BUT SUCH SPACES WOULD BE PLACED NEAR THE END OF A BLOCK SO YOU ARE NEAR THAT CORNER CURB RAMP OR BLENDED TRANSITION. THIS EXCEPTION WOULDN'T BE APPLIED TO WHERE YOU ARE LAID OUT FOR ANGLED PARKING OR PERPENDICULAR PARKING, BUT IT WOULD APPLY WHERE YOU ARE TRYING TO DO PARALLEL PARKING AND YOU DON'T HAVE ROOM TO PUT THAT CUT IN AN ACCESS AISLE. IT DETERMINES THE SIGN HEIGHT FOR PARKING SIGNS. I'M ALWAYS BEING ASKED HOW HIGH. THE CURRENT ADAAG HAS NEVER BEEN SPECIFIC ENOUGH ABOUT THAT AND IN THIS DRAFT THE SIGNS NOT ONLY SHOULD INCLUDE THE INTERNATIONAL SYMBOL OF ACCESSIBILITY, BUT SHOULD ALSO BE LOCATED AT LEAST 60 INCHES AT THE HEAD OR FOOT OF THE PARALLEL PARKING SPACE, ITS GOING TO BE AT THE HEAD OF THE PULL IN PARKING TYPE SPACES. OR ANGLED SPACES, OR PERPENDICULAR SPACES, IT IS GOING TO BE AT THE HEAD OF THE SPACE, BUT, AGAIN, 60 INCHES ABOVE THE GROUND IS WHERE SIGN SHOULD BE PLACED. THE DRAFT ALSO ADDRESSES PARKING METER LOCATION, VISABILITY AT DISPLAYS AND INFORMATION, FOR INSTANCE, I’M ALWAYS ASKED HOW HIGH SHOULD THE PARKING METER BE? THE DISPLAY OF INFORMATION AND THE HEIGHT OF THE OPERATING CHARACTERISTICS OF CONTROLS ARE SPECIFIED IN ADAAG, WILL YOU BE LOOKING AT 48-INCH REACH RANGES, BUT THE HEIGHT OR WHAT YOU LOOK AT AS FAR AS DISPLAYS AND INFORMATION IS GOING TO BE A 40 INCH HEIGHT SO THAT IT IS AT EYE LEVEL FOR SOMEBODY WHO IS SEATED. AND THAT IS THE NUMBER THAT IS REFERENCED IN THE DRAFT. DO WE HAVE QUESTIONS AS WE ARE ROLLING INTO THE LAST TEN MINUTES? I JUST HAVE A COUPLE THINGS TO GO OVER, BUT I WANT TO SEE IF WE HAVE ANY BURNING QUESTIONS.

>> OPERATOR: OUR FIRST QUESTION IS FROM JULIA.

>> CALLER: HI, MARK, IT IS ME AGAIN

>> MARK: HI JULIA.

>> CALLER: I WILL NOT ASK YOU A QUESTION EVERY WEEK, BUT I NEED TO GET SOME REAL SPECIFIC CLARIFICATIONS ABOUT THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN REQUIRED FOR THE TACTILE WARNINGS AND ENFORCEABLE. LAST WEEK WE WERE LISTENING TO THE TELECONFERENCE WITH LOIS FROM THE ACCESS BOARD AND SHE MADE THE STATEMENT THAT IT WAS EXPECTED THAT CITIES ARE GOING TO BEGIN FOLLOWING THOSE PROWAAC SUGGESTIONS. WE TURNED TO THE PERSON AT OUR MEETING WHO IS ALSO LISTENING TO THIS WHO HAPPENS TO BE A CITY REPRESENTATIVE. WE TURNED TO HIM AND SAID, DID YOU HEAR WHAT WE HEARD? HE SAID I HEARD IT IS NOT ENFORCEABLE SO WE DON’T HAVE TO DO IT. IT IS SORT OF LIKE IS IT HALF FULL OR HALF EMPTY TYPE THING SO YOU TELL ME HOW WE RESPOND WHEN THAT IS IN FACT, CAN IT BE REQUIRED IF IT IS NOT ENFORCEABLE?


>> MARK: ACTUALLY SOMEBODY CAN FILE A COMPLAINT WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE IF SOMEBODY IS BUILDING CURB RAMPS WITHOUT DETECTABLE WARNINGS OF SOME TYPE AT THIS TIME. IF THEY ARE BUILDING A CURB RAMP, IT NEEDS TO HAVE DETECTABLE WARNINGS BECAUSE THE SUSPENSION RAN OUT. THE DOJ WILL
TELL YOU, YEAH, THEY ARE REQUIRED. WHICH DETECTABLE WARNING TO USE? THAT IS WHAT EVERYBODY IS TALKING ABOUT RIGHT NOW. AND BOTH DOJ AND THE ACCESS BOARD HAVE AGREED PUBLICLY THAT WE SHOULD BE GOING TO THESE -- THIS NEW GUIDANCE FOR THE DOME, THOSE HUMPS IF YOU WILL, BUT IN THEORY SHOULD ROLL BETWEEN THE BUMPS AND NOT GET AS MUCH VIBRATION -- THEY CAN BE SPACED WIDER THEY ARE MORE USEABLE UNDER THE NEW DRAFT AND THAT IS WHAT PEOPLE SHOULD BE LOOKING AT. I CAN TELL YOU AND HE PERSON YOU ARE TALKING TO, THAT PEOPLE ALL OVER THE COUNTRY HAVE STARTED DOING DETECTABLE WARNINGS AGAIN BECAUSE THEY ARE CALLING ME FROM ALL OVER THE PLACE AND CALLING THE FOLKS AT THE ACCESS BOARD AND DOJ TO ASK THEM WHAT TO DO AND EVERYBODY IS SAYING GO WITH THE NEW PROWACC RECOMMENDATIONS AND THAT'S WHAT WE SHOULD BE USING.

>> CALLER: IS THERE SOMETHING WE CAN GET FROM DOJ THAT WE CAN GET IN WRITING THAT SAYS IT IS ENFORCEABLE NOW?

>> MARK: CALL DOJ AND YOU KNOW WHO TO TALK TO. CALL PEOPLE AT DOJ. THERE ARE TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOLKS FOR ALL YOU FOLKS LISTENING, AND THEY CAN GIVE YOU ADVICE. I HAVE HEARD OF TWO OR THREE PEOPLE WHO HAVE CALLED THEM. WHETHER YOU GET SOMETHING IN WRITING OR NOT IS A ROLL OF THE DICE. YOU KNOW HOW THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE WORKS.

>> CALLER: THANKS.

>> OPERATOR: OUR NEXT QUESTION COMES FROM BILL.

>> CALLER: HI, MARK, THIS IS BILL. HOW ARE YOU DOING?

>> MARK: PRETTY GOOD. THANKS

>> CALLER: WE MENTIONED ABOUT ONE SPACE PER BLOCK. WOULD THAT BE AN JUST ONE SIDE OR COULD THAT BE ON EACH SIDE?


>> MARK: IT IS ONE SPACE, THE DRAFT SAYS ONE SPACE PER BLOCK FACE SO THAT WOULD MEAN FROM MY INTERPRETATION, BOY, WILL I GET CORRECTED AFTER THIS CALL IF I’M NOT CORRECT. BUT EACH BLOCK ON A FOUR CORNER BLOCK, YOU WOULD HAVE FOUR FACES. IT MIGHT BE AT ONE END OR THE OTHER, AND SO YOU MAY HAVE THEM AT OPPOSITE ENDS, YOU KNOW, AND SPREAD OUT, BUT AT LEAST THAT WAY THERE WILL BE ONE ON EVERY BLOCK FACE. AND IF I GET PINNED TO THE WALL ON THAT AFTER THIS CALL, I WILL GIVE YOU A CALL, OR WE WILL HAVE IT ON THE WEB SITE THAT DERRY CALLED THAT ONE WRONG, BUT THAT IS MY INTERPRETATION OF THE READING OF THIS DRAFT.

>> CALLER: I TRUST YOU, MARK, I THINK YOU ARE CORRECT.

>> MARK: I WILL SEND YOU A CHECK.

>> OPERATOR: THERE ARE NO MORE QUESTIONS AT THIS TIME

>> MARK: LET ME RUN THROUGH THESE LAST TWO SECTIONS QUICKLY AND WE WILL SEND A BUCKET OF WATER TO OUR PERSON WHO IS TYPING ALL OF THIS BECAUSE I HAVE PROBABLY DRIVEN HER OVER TO EDGE. I HAVE GONE TOO FAST BUT I WANT TO MAKE SURE EVERYBODY IS AWARE OF HOW THIS DRAFT READS. PASSENGER LOADING ZONE WHERE A ZONE IS PROVIDED AT LEAST ONE IS EVERY 100 CONTINUOUS FEET MUST COMPLY WITH REQUIREMENTS IN ADAAG. WHERE THIS COMES FROM, AN EXAMPLE IS AN AIRPORT WHERE YOU HAVE THIS REALLY LONG DROP OFF AREA IF THEY STILL ALLOW THAT. IN THIS AREA, YOU SHOULD HAVE A PASSENGER DROP OFF AREA THAT IS ACCESSIBLE. WE HAD TO PICK A NUMBER. AND EVERY 100 CONTINUOUS FEET WOULD MAKE IT SO THAT YOU SHOULDN'T BE MORE THAN 50 FEET, EVER, FROM AN ACCESSIBLE CURB RAMP AND OTHER THINGS THAT ARE REQUIRED AND SO, WITHIN EVERY 100 FEET THE DRAFT ADDRESSES SURFACING, THE SIZE OF THE VEHICLE PULL-UP SPACE WHICH WOULD BE AT LEAST 8 FOOT BY 20 FOOT. THE MARKING AND SIZE OF THE ACCESS NEXT TO WHICH SHOULD BE FIVE FOOT WIDE AND VERTICLE CLEARANCE. IF YOU HAVE HIGH TOP VANS, THERE IS 114-INCH MINIMUM HEADROOM CLEARANCE AND THAT IS WHAT THEY HAD IN MIND WAS HIGH TOP VANS ON THAT MINIMUM OF 114. SO ALL THESE THINGS ARE REQUIRED AT PASSENGER LOADING ZONES. AND IF YOU HAVE GOT A REALLY LONG DROP OFF AREA, THEN YOU NEED TO HAVE ONE AT MOST EVERY 100 FEET. LASTLY, CALL BOXES WHICH IS A PET PEEVE OF MINE. THE ACCESS GUIDELINES WOULD APPLY WHERE PROVIDED, AGAIN, WHERE PROVIDED.  THE DRAFT GUIDELINES WOULD REQUIRE THAT OPERABLE PARTS BE LOCATED WITHIN ACCESSIBLE REACH RANGES AND IT REFERENCES ADAAG FOR OPERATING CHARACTERISTICS. ADAAG SPECIFIES THE CONTROLS BE OPERABLE WITH ONE HAND AND NOT REQUIRE TIGHT GRASPING, PINCHING OF THE WRIST. A LOT OF YOU KNOW THESE TERM FROM ADAAG. THE KEY THING WAS ALWAYS, OR MORE THAN FIVE POUNDS OF FORCE TO OPERATE. THE BOARD HAS RECEIVED INFORMATION DEMONSTRATING THAT A PARTICULAR TYPE OF CALL BOX THAT INITIATES A SIGNAL THROUGH A LEVER PULL REQUIRES UP TO 12 POUNDS OF FORCE TO SUCCESSFULLY INITIATE THE SIGNAL. THEY HAVE INCLUDED AN EXCEPTION FOR LEVER PULL SYSTEMS. THIS IS NOT WHAT THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED. THE COMMITTEE RECOMMENDED THAT THE MANUFACTURER OF THIS SYSTEM FIX HIS SYSTEM SO IT ONLY TAKES FIVE POUNDS OF FORCE TO OPERATE AS REQUIRED BY ADAAG. AND BECAUSE THIS PERSON SAID THEY CAN'T DO IT, DID BOARD HAS RECEIVED THIS INFORMATION AND DETERMINED THAT AN EXCEPTION SHOULD BE MADE AND SO I’M SURE THEY WOULD LEARN TO HEAR YOUR OPINIONS ON THAT. SPECIFICATIONS ALSO ADDRESS THE WHEELCHAIR SPACE COMPLYING WITH ADAAG 304. EDGE PROTECTION FOR DROP OFF AT THOSE BOXES, VEHICLE PULLOVER SPACES AND IN ADDITION AUDIBLE AND VISUAL INDICATORS HAVE TO BE PROVIDED IN COMPLIANCE WITH ADAAG TO ACCOMMODATE PERSONS ARE HEARING IMPAIRMENTS, INCLUDING THOSE WHO ARE DEAF, THE GUIDELINES WOULD REQUIRE VOLUME CONTROL AND TTY ACCESS AT CALL BOXES THAT PROVIDE TWO WAY VOICE COMMUNICATION. SO THOSE ARE THE ISSUES IN THE DRAFT GUIDELINES AND KIND OF A CONVERSATION ABOUT THEM WITHOUT HAVING TO REDO THE GUIDELINES PIECE BY PIECE, THIS DRAFT THAT IS AVAILABLE THROUGH THE ACCESS BOARD DOES HAVE THE COMMENTARY, AS WELL AS PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY AS PUBLISHED JUNE 14TH AS PART OF IT. I HIGHLY RECOMMEND GETTING
YOUR OWN COPY. IF YOU HAVE FURTHER QUESTIONS, PLEASE CONSIDER ME A RESOURCE AND WITH THAT, I WILL TURN IT OVER TO YOU, RACHEL.

>> RACHEL: GREAT. YOU GOT IN SO MUCH INFORMATION AND ALL IN THE NICK OF TIME. THANK YOU SO MUCH. WE ARE OUT OF TIME. SO IF PEOPLE DO HAVE ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS, PLEASE FEEL FREE TO EMAIL THEM IN. WE WILL MAKE SURE THEY GET ANSWERED. SO THANK YOU, MARK, SO MUCH, AND I’M SURE PEOPLE HAVE LEARNED A LOT TODAY. WE WOULD LOVE TO GET YOUR FEED BACK ON WHAT WAS GOOD, ADDITIONAL THINGS YOU WOULD LIKE SO CHECK YOUR EMAIL BOXES LATER TODAY. YOU SHOULD HAVE ANOTHER COPY OF THE EVALUATION FORM TO FILL OUT. JOIN US FOR UPCOMING SESSIONS. MARK WILL BE BACK NEXT WEDNESDAY, SAME TIME, SAME PLACE, TALKING ABOUT COMMON ERRORS AND OMISSIONS IN NEW CONSTRUCTION. HE WILL BE BACK ON SEPTEMBER 23RD. AND QUICKLY BEFORE I GET CUT OFF, I WANT TO THANK EVERYBODY WHO MADE THIS POSSIBLE, NIDRR WHO FUNDS THE DLRP, AND THIS PRODUCTION WOULD NOT BE POSSIBLE WITHOUT THE EFFORTS OF A LOT OF FOLKS IN HOUSE HERE AND THAT INCLUDES MARIA SORIA, MARJ GORDON, SHARON FINNEY, MARK RICHARDS, AND THE SERVICES OF OUR REAL TIME CAPTIONER WHOSE FINGERS ARE PROBABLY FALLING OFF BY NOW AND THAT IS MAYRA MALONE. I THINK EVERYBODY ENJOYED THIS AND HAVE A GREAT DAY.
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